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Attempts to propagate the gofpel 
among the Indians in New-En- 
gland and parts adjacent. 


(Contin. from p. 370.) 
NUMBER III. 


Concerning the propagation of the 
gofpel among the Indians, parii- 
cularly on Martha’s Vineyard, 
by the miniftry of the Rev. Tho- 


mas Mayhew, jun. Sc. * 


BSTACLES being, in fome 

degree, removed, the gofpel 
made much greater progrefs, than 
it had done before. In each year, 
for many in fucceflion, natives of 
the ifland were coming in, and 
making profeflion of the Chriftian 
faith ; in fome years a very con- 
liderable number, till at length, ve- 
ry few fpeculative infidels remain- 
ed upon this, and the neighboring 
iflands. 

We have already taken notice of 
Mioxoo, and ‘T'awanquatuck ; the 
former, a man of diftiné&tion ; the 
latter a principal Sachem in that 
part of the ifland where he lived. 
‘Thefe appear to have been the firft 
Vox, Il, No. 12, 








converts among men in power.— 
Their example was followed with 
happy confequences-: They net 
only embraced the gofpel them- 
felves ; but encouraged others, 
particularly their dependents, to 
attend upon the means of inftruc- 
tion, that they alfo might be led to 
the truth : Like good Cornelius, 
they called together their relations, 
intimate friends, and neighbors, 
that they alfo might partake of 
thofe important bleflings, which 
they themfelves were defirous of 
enjoying. 

In the year 1648, there was a 
general meeting of all who were 
inclined for Chriftianity, to con- 
firm, and aflift one another in ad- 
hering to it. This aflembly was 
held in Mr. Mayhew’s prefence ; 
and he obferved, that twelve of 
the young men went and took Sa- 
cochanimo, the eldeft fon of Taw- 
anquatuck, the Chriftian Sachem, 
by the hand, telling him, they lov- 
ed him, and would go with him in 
God’s way ; and the elder men 
encouraged them, and defired, that 
they would never forget thefe pro- 
mifes ; and fo after they had jung 
part of a pfalm, in their own lan- 
guage, they returned home with 
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expreflions of great joy, and thank- 
fulnefs. 

in the year 1649, there was a 
confiderable acceflion to the num- 
ber of praying Indians at one time. 





(June, 


foon began to refort to him, when 
they wanted counfel andencourage. 
ment in any of their difficulties ; 
and fuch as inclined to become 
Chriftians, did fo too. 


was 
> ws 








In this year Hiacoomes preached | After this, he became a minif- 
afermon at a place called Nun-| ter, and preached every Lord’s. 
paug, in which difcourfe he reck- day to his countrymen ; and that 
oned up many of the great fins, of _ he might be the better prepared to 
which the Indians were guilty ; | addrefs his hearers, he waited on 
and as many good duties which | Mr. Mayhew the laft day of the 
ought to be performed by them, | week, in order to his aflilting him 
(but were negleéted.) Upon his | io his preparation for the work of 
finifhing this difcourfe, no lefs | the enfuing day*. 
than twenty-two of his hearers, at! And now in the year 1650, 
this time, profeffed their refolutions , comes on the critical point of the 
again{t the fins mentioned, and | credit of the powows among them : 
that they would walk with God in | For Hiacoomes, as we have feen, 
newnefs of life : Of this number | openly renouncing and _protefting 
Momonequem, a man of no fmall | againft the falfe gods, which he 
note among his countrymen, was | had worfhipped, and all the pow- 
one; and feemed, above all the | ows, whom he viewed as their fa- 
reft, tobe exceedingly affeéted ; | miliar minifters ; and with a fur- 
for to the great admiration of all | prifing courage, under all circum- 
the Indians then prefent, with | ftances, defpifing and defying their 
much apparent forrow of heart, | power; they were greatly enra- 
and indignation againft fin, he did | ged, and threatened his utter de- 
now enumerate twenty of his own | itruétion ; but to the furprife of 
fins ; manifefting his repentance of | the people, and their own confus 
them, and profefling his refolution | fion, they were unable to hurt 
to follow the only living, and true | him. 
God againft all oppofition: Mr. } Soon after this, God was pleaf- 
Mayhew, from what he obferved | ed to give growing fuccefs to the 
of him after this, was perfuaded | zealous and laborious fervices of 
that he was a real Chriftian. the miffionaries. For in a little 
About this time, a famous pow- | time after, an Indian ftanding up 


ow, called ‘T'equanonim, entertain- 
ing thoughts of turning from his 
falfe gods, to the one only true 
God and Jefus Chrift, the only 
Saviour of finful men, providen: 
tially meeting with Momonequem 
in the woods, opened his cafe to 
him, and took his advice upon it ; 
and the effect was, that this pow- 
ow became, as there was reafon to 
believe, a fincere convert and good 
Chriftian. 

Momonequem being efteemed 
by the praying Indians, as a man 
of wildom, and prudence, they 





at Mr. Mayhew’s leéture, confef- 
fed his fins, declared his repent- 
ance, and defire to forfake them ; 
and then going to Tawanquatuck, 
before mentioned, and fome other 
Chriftian Indians, and then to Mr. 
Mayhew, he exprefled the warm 
affection he had for them ; andin 
his native fimplicity added, “ I 
greatly defire to go along with you 
for God’s fake.” Upon which 
they received him with much pleaf- 
ure. After this there came five 











* Indian Converts, p. 12) 13 
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men more ; and by the end of the 
fummer, there were thirty-nine In- 
dian men of this meeting, who 
had the knowledge of the main 
points of religion, profefled their 
belief of them, and folemnly en- 
gaged to live agreeably to them ; 
befide the well-inftru@ted and be- 
Jieving women, who were fuppo- 
fed to exceed the number of the 
men. 

Withia this year an event took 
place, which furprifed the whole 
Ifland, and turned to the great and 
{peedy advancement of the Chrif- 
tian religion. 

For it pleafed God, who had 
drawn a confiderable number of 
the Indians from the powows to 
worfhip Himfelf, at which the 
powows were very much offended, 
yet now, even to perfuade two of 
themfelves, to go after thofe, who 
fought Him, and defire that they 
might walk with them, in the ways 
of that God, whofe name is Je- 
hovah. They came under deep 
convictions of the fins they had liv- 
ed in, and efpecially powowing ; 
revealing the myfteries of their un- 
lawful profeffion ; and exprefling 
the moft fincere repentance, and 
utmoft deteftation of thems; en- 
treating, that God would have 
mercy upon them, pardon their 
fins, and teach them His ways for 
Chrift Jefus’ fake. And very af- 
fecting it was to Mr. Mayhew, 
and all who were prefent, (to ufe 
his own words) “ To fee thefe 
poor, naked fons of Adam, and 
flaves to the devil from their birth, 
to come towards the Lord, as they 
did, with their joints fhaking, and 


their bowels trembling, their fpir-. 


its troubled, and their voices, with 
much fervency, uttering words of 
fore difpleafure againft fin and Sa- 
tan, which they had embraced 
from their childhood with great 
delight: And now accounting it 
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alfo their fin, that they had not 
the knowlédge of God ; that they 
had ferved the devil, the great en- 
emy both of God and man, and 
had been fo hurtful in their lives ; 
but yet being very thankful, that 
thro’ the mercy of Géd, they had 
an opportunity of being delivered 
out of their dangerous condition.”* 

The Chriftian Indians exceed- 
ingly rejoiced to fee the powows 
begin to turn from their wicked 
ways to the Lord. In a little 
time after, on a lecture day, at the 
clofe of the exercife, there were 
feveral more of the natives, who 
exprefled their defire to become 
the fervants of the moft high God; 
among whom was Tequanonim, 
before mentioned, another powow 
of great efteem, and very notori- 
ous. 

At the fame time came in about 
fifty Indians more in one day, de- 
firing to join with the worfhippers 
of God in his fervice ; confeffing 
their fins ; fome thofe adual fins 
they had lived in ; and others, the 
wickednefs of their hearts, defiring 
to be made better ; and for this 
end, to attend on the word of 
God, and look only to Jefus Chrift 
for falvation. And upon this oc- 
cafion Mr. Mayhew obferves, that 
they generally came in by families; 
the parents bringing their children 
with them, introducing them with 
this fhort fpeech, “ I have brought 
my children too: I would have 
my children ferve God with us: I 
defire that this fon and this daugh- 
ter would ferve Jehovah.” And if 
the children could but fpeak, the 
parents would have them fay fome- 
thing to fhow their willingnefs to 
ferve the Lord: And when the 
commandments were repeated, they 
all acknowledged them to be good, 





* Letter, O&. 1651, publifhed in 
London, 1652. 
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and made choice of Jehovah to be 
their God ; promifing, by his help, 
to walk according to his counfels : 
And when they were received by 
thofe, who were before in a gener- 
al covenant (of which we fhall 
give an account foon) it was by 
chearful voices, and giving thanks 
to God, that they were met to- 
gether in the ways of Jehovah. 

Thefe additions to the number 
of praying Indians were all made 
sd a the end of the year 1650. 

By the midft of the year 1651, 
there were 199 men, women, and 
children, who had profeffed them- 
felves to be worfhippers of the 
great, and everliving Ged. And 
now there were two meetings kept 
every Lord’s day, the one three 
miles, the other about eight miles 
from Mr Mayhew’s hone Hia- 
coomes taught every Lord’s day 
at the neareft, and Momonequem 
as often at the furtheft. On every 
Saturday they both came to Mr. 
Mayhew to be informed and in- 
ftruéted in the fubjeé&t they were 
to treat of ; and God greatly af. 
fifted them: And Mr. Mayhew 
had then undertaken, by divine 
affiftance, to keep two feveral leét- 
ures, which would be, at each 
affembly, once a fortnight. 

By the end of the year 1652, 
there were 282 Indians, notcount- 
ing young children in the number, 
who were brought to renounce 
their falfe gods, and powows, and 
publicly, in fet meetings, before 
many witneffes, had freely difclaim- 
ed, and defied their tyrannical 
power. Even eight of the pow- 
ows, had now forfaken their wick- 
ed craft, and profitable trade, as 
they held it; and now made pro- 
fefhon of their willing fubjeétion to 
the true God. And as not any 
of thefe were compelled thereto by 
power ; fo ncxher were they allur- 
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ed by gifts, having received none 
from the very beginning.* 

Mr. Mayhew, this worthy fer- 
vant of Chrift, continued his almoft 
inexprefhble labor, and vigilant 
care for the good of the Indians, 
whom he juftly efteemed his joy 
and crown. And God was pleaf- 
to give fuch a viétorious fuccefs to 
his unwearied labors, that by the 
year 1657, many hundred men, 
and women were added to the 
Chriftian fociety of fuch as might 
truly be faid to be holy in their 
converfation ; and for knowledge, 
fuch as need not to be taught the 
firft principles of the oracles of 
God ; befides the many husdreds 
of loofer, and more fuperficial pro- 
feffors.t 


* Indian Converts, 290. 

¢ Matthew Mayhew’s Triumphs of 
Grace. 

Proteftants could not approve of 
fome methods, which have been made 
ufe of by Roman Catholics for the con- 
verfion of the Indians, or inducing them 
to make profeflion of Chriftianity. “In 
Maryland a great number of Indians 
in ancient times, fubmitted to be bap- 
tized by the Popifh Miffionaries, for 
the fake of fome new fhirts prefented 
to them, to encourage them to receive 
the ordinance. But the poor creatures 
not knowing how to wafh them, when 
foul, came, alter a little time, and made 
2 motion, that the Roman Catholics 
would give more fhirts, or elfe they 
would renounce their baptifm.”+ 

Some Catholic Miffionaries to In- 
dian tribes in the Province of Maine, 
in the laft century, ufed, after public 
inftru@tions were clofed, to encourage 
them to attend again, by giving them 
a liberal draught of ardent fpirits' 
Proteftant Miffionaries take no fuch 
ways to gain profelytes: Nor, when 
| they cando it, do they ever ufe force, 
to accomplifh this end; fenfible, that 
fuch a procedure is in direét oppofition 
to the example and precepts of Jefus, 
and to the whole fyftem of Chriftianity. 


—_— 


+ Magaal. B. IM. p. 304.—Neatl, 





Vol. I. p. 284. 
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After a confiderable number of 
the Indians had made profeffion of 
Chriftianity, being convinced, that 
they could not bring themfelves 
under too {trict engagements to 
conform their lives to the facred 
precepts enjoined by the founder 
of the religion they had chofen, a 
great part of them, inthe fpring of 
the year 1652, of their own ac- 
cord, made a motion to Mr. May. 
hew, that they might have fome 
method fettled among them, for 
the exercife of order and difcipline, 
that fothey might be obliged to 
live in a due fubjetion to the laws 
of God ; and they defired to enter 
intoa covenant, that a fenfe of 
their duty might be more deeply 
imprefled upon their minds, and 
their obligations might not eafily 
be forgotten. 

‘The praying Indians did alfo, 
about the fame time, earneftly de- 
fire, that Chriftian civil govern- 
ment might be fet up over them ; 
and that trangrefhions of the law of 
God might be punifhed according 
to the rules of his word. They 
defired Mr. Mayhew to inform 
them, what were the punifhments, 
which God had appointed for 
thofe, who break his laws, to 
which they were willing to fubjoct 
themfelves ; and that they might 
have fome men chofen amon 
them, with his father and himfelf, 
to fee, that the Indians walked in 
an orderly manner ; encouraging 
thofe, who did fo, and dealing 
with thofe, who did not, according 
to the word of God. . 

Prior to the time of their enter- 
ing into the folemn covenant pro- 
pofed ; and in order to prepare 
their minds for that ferious, and 
weighty tranfaction, a day of faft- 
ing and prayer was appointed to 
promote repentance of their fins, 
and to implore the Divine pref- 
ence and aid; Another day was 
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fet apart foon after for the fame 
purpofe, and to complete the work 
they had in view: Being then af- 
fembled, fome of them fpake for 
the excitation of themfelves, and 
of others; and about ten, or 
twelve of them, prayed, as Mr. 
Mayhew defcribes their devotion, 
Like men endowed with a good 
meafure of the knowledge of God, 
their own wants, and the wants of 
others, with much affeétion, and 
many fpiritual petitions, favoring 
of an heavenly mind.” 

‘Lhe fame morning Mr. Mayhew 
drew up a covenant in their native 
language, which he often read, 
and made plain to them ; and they 
all, with free confent and thank- 
fulnefs, united in it, and defired 
the grace and afliftance of God to 
enable them to keep it faithfully. 

When they chofe their rulers, 
Mr. Mayhew obferved, that they 
made choice of fuch, as were beft 
approved for piety, and moft like 
to fupprefs all wickednefs, and en- 
courage goodnefs ; and that after- 
wards they were, upon all occa- 
fions, forward to fhow their earneft 
defire of rulers of fuch a charac- 
ter.* 

The praying Indians, who were 
in covenant, paid particular atten- 
tion to the difpofition and char- 
acter of thofe, who wifhed to join 
them. Mr. Matthew Mayhew in- 
forms us, wlro, and how qualified 
thofe were who were eiteemed 
Chriftians ; what meafures they 
took to fatisfy the congregation, 
with which they were defirous of 
joining t 

‘© When fuch a number profef- 
fed the Chrittian religion, as gave 
occafion to the Indians in general 
to eftcem them a fect different 
from themfelves, and by the de- 


* Indian Converts, p. 82 and 209. 
+ Triumphs of Grace. 
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nomination of praying men, to fig- 
nalize that difference; and that 


publicly to worfhip God: Such, 
who forfook their heathenifh wor- 
fhip, profefling themfelves to be- 
come Chriftians, declared, in the 
public affembly, the grounds, and 
reafons moving them to renounce 
heathenifm, and embrace Chrifti- 
anty, with their refolution to pray, 
to ferve and to endeavor to obey 


this refolution was wrought in 


and flrength from God had encou- 
raged, and enabled them to retain 
fuch refolution ; how they had 
iy often prayed to God, and yet 
been overcome by difcouragements, 
temptations, &c. they clofed all, 
by profefling a refolution, by di- 
vine affiftance, to pray to, and 
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their number was fuch, as to meet | 


the true God in Jefus Chrift ; how | 


them ; what temptations had ob- | 
ftruéted ; what reafon, fcripture, | 
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ferve Him, and Him only. At 
the fame time, they entreated the 
prayers of the congregation on 
their behalf. After they had 
finifhed their fpeech, many of the 
congregation took them by the 
hand, in token of Jove, and good- 
will.” 


“If after fuch public profeffion | 
any were obferved not to perform | 
the ufual worfhipping of God in | 


praying with their families, defir- 
ing a blefling on their food, and 
the like (whoyetconftantly attend- 
ed in their public meeting) they 
were publicly examined of the 
fame.” 

After fach a particular account 
has been given of the large num- 
bers on the Ifland, who profeffed 
Chriftianity under the miniftry of 
Mr. Mayhew, jun. it is natural 
to enquire particularly, what was 
their moral and religious conduct 
in his time, and in that of his fuc- 
ceflors? This was very briefly 


mentioned before ; but a more par-_ 
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ticular account may be expeéted. 

As it was in the primitive times, 
| fo it was among the natives of this 
| ifland who profeffed to receive 
Chriftianity ; fome were merely 
nominal Chriftians ; others pave 
pleafing evidence, that they were 
Chriftians, not in. name only, but 
in deed, and in truth. 

As to many profeffors among 
thefe Indians, it cannot be denied, 
and ought not to be difguifed, but 
lamented, that they did not con- 
duct according to their profefhion, 
and facred engagements. There 
were too many, whofe charaéters 
were fimilar to thofe drawn b 
our Saviour in the parable of the 
| fower, who never bare fruit : Their 
| minifters could lament over too 
| many of thofe, who profeffed 
Chrift, as St. Paul did over not a 
few in his day, particularly no 
fmall number of the -Philippians, 
“ For many walk, of whom [ have 
told you-often, and now tell you, 
even weeping, that they are ene- 
mies to the crofs of Chrift, whofe 
| endis deftruétion, whofe God is 
their belly, and whofe glory is in 
their fhame, who mind earthly 
| things. *”? 

However, among the profeffors 
of Chriftianity on this ifland,-a 
good number behaved in fuch a 
manner, as to adorn the doétrine 
of God their Saviour. Rev. Ex- 
perience Mayhew, efteemed by 
his numerous acquaigtance, a ju- 
dicious and pious divine, has pub- 
lifhed an account of many among 
| the Indians on the Vineyard, both 
adults and children, who exhibited 
very fatisfa€tory and agreeable evi- 
dence, that they had received the 
truth in the love of it. 

In general, their religion appeat- 
ed rational, free from the glooms 
of fuperftition, and the airy flights 


| 
| 
| 











* Philip. iii. 18, 19. 
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of enthufiafm : They feemed to 
avoid oftentation, and to exhibit 
that poverty of fpirit, which is 
characteriftic of the real Chriftian. 

In refpect to adults, particularly 
heads of families ; the deep fenfe 
they feemed to have of fz, of the 
corruption of their hearts, and 
their countlefs offences in aédt— 
their humiliation under a fenfe of 
thefe things—the neceflity they 
exprefled of having a fhare in the 
redemption purchafed by Jefus 
Chrift, of which they often fpake 
with pleafing wonder and gratitude 
—the need they experienced, and 
freely mentioned, of the divine 
fpirit to form their hearts to holi- 
nefs—the humble, unaffeéted ex- 
prefons of the vilenefs of their 
hearts, at the fame time, their 
chearful reliance on the Almighty 
Saviour to cleanfe them from the 
pollution of fin, and grant them 
the pardon of their offences—their 
magnifying the mercy of God, dif- 
covered in the redemption and fal- 
vation of finners by Jefus Chritt, 
and exprefling the moft lively grat- 
itude to God, that he had led them 
to an acquaintance with the glori- 
ous gofpel—their apparent, unaf- 
fected piety in its various branches 
—the care they took to fupport 
religion in their families, by read- 
ing the fcriptures, or caufing them 
to be read in their houfes, when 
practicable ; by regular attention 
to prayer in their families, and in 
many inftances to pfalmody—their 
care to train up their children in 
Chriftian knowledge and virtue, by 
catechetical inftructions, and other- 
wife, by teaching them early to call 
upon God in prayer, and taking 


pains, that they were taught to 


read, as foon as opportunities pre- 
fented, that they might reap great- 
er benefit by the facred writings 
their confcientious and ftrié&t ob- 


feryation of the Chriftian fabbath, 
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both in public and in private 
their benevolence to their infidel 
countrymen, in making Zealous ef 
forts to bring them to an acquaint- 
ance with the truth, am acknowl. 
edgment of it, and conformity to 
it—their Chriftian attempts to re- 
duce their vicious neighbors from 
paths of wickednefs, particularly 
from the abufe of ardent fpirits, to 
which, as a people, they were fo 
ftrongly inclined, and which was 
pernicious to many of them, and 
led on te a train of natural and 
moral evils of fatal tendency—the 
temperance and diligence, many 
of them difcovered, and the habit- 
ual obfervance both of the private, 
and focial virtues in general—the 
deep repentance exprefled by thofe 
of them in general, who gave of- 
fence by fome cenfurable aétions 
(for there were fome pitiable in- 
{tances of fome profeflors falling 
into open fins, contrary to their 
general behavior, which were mate 
ters of offence )—their ready com- 
pliance with the rules of gofpel 
difcipline, when fuch melancholy 
events took place—their improving 
fuch falls, as affording folemn ad- 
monitions to be more circumfpect 
in future life—their habitual care, 
after this, to avoid, as far as might 
be, temptations to all fins particu. 
larly to that or thofe, which did 
molt eafily befet them—their be- 
nevolence and fidelity, both when 
in health, and when fick, and near 
the grave, in giving weighty advice, 
and as need required, admonition 
and reproof to their families, and 
others, with whom they had occa- 
fional interviews—the pains they 
took in reprcfenting the excellency 
and inculcating the neceflitygand 
infinite importance of vital religion, 
and recommending, with great ear- 
neftnefs, an immediate attention to 
it—the affecting fenfe they renew- 
edly exprefled of the evil of their 
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hearts and praCtice—their renoun- 
cing their own merits, and expref- 
fing a firm truft in thofe of the di- 
vine Saviour, and with their dying 
breath committing their fouls to | 
him—thefe feveral things now | 
mentioned will fatisfy the mind, | 
that they had heartily embraced | 
the gofpel. 
There were many happy inftan- 
ces of carly piety among thefe In- 
dians. Many youths, and young | 
children gave agreeable evidence | 
to their pious friends, that they | 
were fincere difciples of Chrift. | 
Forfaking the vanities and follies | 
of childhood and youth, they ap- 
peared to devote themfelves to the | 
fervice of God ; and habitually to 
make religion the great bufinefs of 
their lives. Many /uch proofs of 
real religion, as were exhibited by | 
the adults, were difcovered by them. | 


b 
: i if They feemed to have an heartfelt | 
o b ae fenfe of fin, of its pollution as well 
mi EA p as guilt ; expreffed their repent- | 
if ea ance for fin, and truft in the bleffed | 
i ny ry Saviour for pardon and fandtifica- | 
i; ; kee a tion ; and habitually behaved them- | 
t ei" felves agreeably to the laws of | 
5 eG Chriftianity. In general, they | 
uae feemed earneft in their endeavors | 
oe to learn to read, that they might 
Hy have the better advantages to gain 


knowledge from the holy ferip- 
tures, and thofe other books, writ- 
ten upon divine fubjects, which 
were tranflated into their language. 
They feemed to delight in the pub- ; 
lic and private exercifes of reli- 
jdt i _ gion ; and were fuppofed generally 
? to perform the fecret duties of it ; 
many of them, at times, being un- 
expectedly found in poftures of 
worhip in retirement, and afford- 
ing -a@ther prefumptive evidences of 
their attention to thefe offices of 
piety. They were careful obferv- 
i ers of the Chriftian fabbath. They 

were habitually dutiful and obedi- 
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ed in general, with laudable dili- 
gence and fidelity, the fervices af- 
figned them, whether in the fchool, 
the field, or elfewhere; and made it 


, their habitual care to avoid the 


fins and follies of childhood and 
youth. ‘fheir converfation, while 
in health (childifh and youthful 
imperfedions excepted, to which 
the beft of children are liable) was 
agreeable to the gofpel. They 
were free in confefling their faults, 
and profefhing their refolutions to 
guard again{ft them in future, and 
in the main fulfilled their engage. 
ments. ‘The knowledge of many 
of them, in divine things, was much 


o 


| greater, and more extenfive, than 


could be expeéted in thofe of their 
age, and under fuch natural difad- 
vantages for improvement ; which, 
in connexion with various other 
things, afforded good prefumptive 
evidence, that thcir minds were 


{pecially illuminated by the Spirit 


of Light to underftand the truths 
and myfteries of the gofpel. The 
Speeches of fome of them in their 
laft ficknefs, (as fome of them died 
in early life) were really furprif- 
ing, and not a little edifying to the 
adult, who attended upon, or oc- 
cafionally vifited them. Many of 
them, with great earneftnefs, ad- 
dreffed their youthful companions 
upon the fubject of early piety ; in- 
citing them to keep in mind the 
uncertainty of life, and the infinite 
importance of preparing for death; 
that by all means they would re- 
member their Creator in the days 
of their youth. 

Thofe, in general, of whom we 
are fpeaking, ‘*died with comforta- 
ble hopes of future happinefs, thro’ 
the mercy of God, and the merits 
of the glorious Saviour ; and fome 
of them with great ferenity and 
uncommon light, without even the 
{malleft interpofing cloud.” 

This general account of pious 
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young perfons among the Vine- 
yard Indians, fhall be clofed with 
an anecdote, which I am perfuad- 
ed will be grateful to the ferious 
reader. Many others, very pleaf- 
ing, and interefting might be addu- 
ced ; but, at prefent, I fhall con- 
fine myfelfto one, viz. to that of 
Eleazar Ohhumuh, who having 
had a religious education, appeared 
ferious from his very childhood. 
The father of this youth was fome- 
what addiéted to the vice of fol- 
lowing ftrong drink, while his fon 
lived ; and he was, by bad neigh- 
bors, too often drawn into the 
company of fuch as inflame them- 
felves with it. The pious youth 
viewed with deep concern, and 
piercing grief, the vicious courfe 
his father was purfuing ; and did, 
feveral times, go to the place, 
where his father was drinking, and 
with fuch earneftnefs, and fo many 
tears, intreat him to leave his drink- 
ing company, and go home to his 
family, that he was not able to 
withftand the importunity of his 
affliéted child ; but, at his defire, 
left the drinking tribe; and when 
he came home, owned the victory, 
which his fon had obtained over 
him.’’* 

This dutiful and benevolent con- 
duét of the religious youth, but ef- 
pecially his premature death (for 
he died at the age of fixteen years) 
fo affected his father, that by the 
divine blefling, they were means 
of producing a compleat reforma- 
tion in the man, in refpect to intem- 
perance ; “ He totally quitted his 
immoderate ufe of {trong drink.”’+ 


* Indian Conv. 225. 

+ Happy, might many fathers at the 
prefent day, among thofe who call 
themfelves civilized, have among their 
children, fuch dutiful, kind and faith- 
ful monitors ; and that their filial ref- 
pect and benevolence might produce 
effects equally good, and lafting. 


Vor. II. No. 12, 
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Rey. Experience Mayhew, who 
has tranfmitted an account of many 
{cores of Indians on the Ifland, 
who appeared to be real Chriftians, 
obferves, that he could have given 
many more examples of thofe; 
both adults, and children and 
youth, who furnifhed good evi- 
dence, that they were found con- 
verts: But as his book was alrea- 
dy larger, than he firft intended, he 
fhould omit them. And as this 
great, and good work was begun 
among the natives in the days of 
his great grandfather; doubtlefs 
had conf{lant and full records been 
kept by him, and his pofteritys 
fill many more inftances might 
have been adduced ; but their 
continued, and unwearied labors, 
in the evangelical work, doubtlefs 
prevented them from leaving many 
memoirs, which otherwife they 
might have done ; which had they 
performed, would {till have more 
magnified divine grace, and been, 
to the devout and pious mind, a 
pleafant and inftructive part of 
Chriftian hiftory. 

However, the hiftorical fketch- 
es of the lives of many Chriftian 
Indians drawn by Mr. Mayhew, 
and publifhed to the world, mult 
bea grateful, and improving en- 
tertainment to the ferious and de- 
vout Chriftian ; and lead him to 
afcribe praife to a gracious God, 
who, from ignorant and brutifh 
heathen, the very ruins of the ra- 
tional creation in this world, raifed 
up thofe, whe were, in fome good 
degree, civilized, and embraced 
the faith of Jefus, and lived like 
Chriftians in all holy converfation 
and godlinefs. 

The Rey. Thomas Prince of 
Bofton, above feventy years ago, 
made the following obfervation 
concerning the Vineyard Indians, 
“ That God had produced as evi- 
dent inftances of pure, Sincere, and 
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unaffected piety among that poor 

and unpolifhed pepole, as are to 

be feen in the politeft nations.” 
Mr. Mayhew obferving fo many 


good effedis of his miniftrations | 


among the Indians, was encou- 
raged to purfue with vigor his pi- 
ous labors down to the year 1657. 
He then found the harveit fo plen- 
teous, and the laborers not in pro- 
portion to the extent of the field, 
that he came to a refolution to 
make an attempt to obtain affift- 
ance from abroad. He underftood 
that God had inclined the hearts 
of many good people in England, 
upon hearing of the fuccefs of the 
miflionaries, to advance a confid- 
erable fum of money to encourage 
the propagation of the gofpel a- 
mong the New-England Indians : 
He'therefore determined upon a 
thort voyage to England, to give a 
more particular account of the ftate 
of the Indians, than he could do 
by letter ; and to purfue the moft 
proper meafures for the advance- 
ment of religion among them. In 
order to promote a more general 
good, he fuppofed that he might, 
with propriety, leave them for the 
little time he expected to be abfent, 
under the general infpection of his 
father, who was confiderably ac- 
quainted with their language, in- 
tent upon promoting the good 
work to the utmoft, and who was 
beloved, and venerated by the In- 
dians ; and under the particular 
inftruétion of fome preachers of 
their own nation, whom he had 
found competently acquainted with 
the moft important doétrines of 
Chriftianity, zealous in the caufe, 
and faithful to their truft. The 
fchool, which he inftituted in 1652, 
for the inftruétion of the Indians 
in reading, writing, and the prin- 
ciples of religion, was furnifhed 
with a Mr. Peter Foulger, an En- 
glifhman, for an inftructor ; a man 
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efteemed for his piety, and for his 
ability to teach, not only the com- 
mon arts, but alfo the dodtrines of 
the gofpel, having a good acquaint- 
ance with the holy {criptures. 

Mr. Mayhew took paflage ina 
fhip with his wife’s brother, and 
an Indian, who was a teacher 
among the natives: But—~* The 
ways of heaven are many times 
dark and intricate to mortals ”’— 
The veffel was doubtlefs founder- 
ed ; neither the fhip, nor any of 
the paffengers were ever heard of 
more ! 

Thus came to a premature death 
Mr. Mayhew, jun. who was ex- 
ceedingly beloved by his Chriftian 
Indians : They fincerely lament. 
ed his untimely death ; and for 
many years after his deceafe, he 
was feldom named without tears. 
He died in the 37th year of his 
age, having miniftered to the In- 
dians thirteen, or fourteen years. 

His death excited pungent grief 
in the breaft of the celebrated Mr. 
Eliot, the evangelift of the Indians. 
In a letter of his the following 
year, he expreffes himfelf in thefe 
affectionate terms ; ** The Lord 
has given us this amazing blow to 
take away my brother Mayhew ! 
His aged father does his endeavor 
to uphold the work among the 
poor Indians, whom, by letters, f 
have encouraged what I can.” 

In addition to what has been al. 
ready faid concerning this excel- 
lent man, I fhall quote the words 
of the Rev. Henry Whitfield,t 
who had _ been ihe firft minifter of 
the church in Guilford, Connec- 
ricut. 

In his voyage to Bofton, in or- 
der to his return to England, in 





+ The charaer of this worthy, and 
amiable divine maybe feen in Dr. 
Mather’s Magoalia, B. ILI. p. 217 5 ane 
in Dr. Trumbull’s Hiftery of Connedti- 
cut, Vol. I. p. 309. 
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the year 1650, he happened to put 
in at the Vineyard, and tarried 
there about ten days. 

He attends Mr. Mayhew toa 
more private indian meeting ; and 
the next day to the Indian leéture, 
where Mr. Mayhew preached, 
and then catechifed the children, 
who asfwered readily, and mod- 
eftly in the principles of 1eligion, 
fome of them anfwering in the En- 
glifh, and others in the Indian 
tongue. Then Mr. Whitfield 
adds the following lines, which fet 
Mr. Mayhew’s character, as a gen- 
tleman of piety, benevolence, zeal, 
indultry and {clf-denial in a very 
fair point of light. 

“ Thus having feen a fhort mod- 
el of his way, and of the pains he 
took, I made fome enquiry about 
Mr. Mayhew himfelf, and about 
his fubfiftence, becaufe I faw but 
a fmall, and flender appearance of 
outward conveniences of life, in 
any comfortable way. The man 
himfeif is modeft, and I could get 
little from him ; but after I under- 
{tood from others how fhort things 
were with him, and how he was 
many times forced to labor with 
his own hands, having a wife and 
three finall children, who depend- 
ed upon him to provide necefla- 
ries for them ; having not half fo 
much yearly coming in, as an or- 
dinary laborer gets there among 
them ; yet he ts chearful amidit 
thefe ftraits, and none hear him 
complain. ‘The truth is,he will not 
leave the work, in which Ais heart 
is engaged ; for on my knowledge, 
if he would have left the work, 
and employed himfelf elfewhere, 
he might have had a more com- 
fortable maintenance. I mention 
this the rather, becaufe I have 
fome hope, that fome pious mind, 

that reads this, might be inwardly 
moved to confider his condition, 
and come to his fucceur for his en- 
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couragement in this great work.” 
“ Bleffed is that fervant, whom, 
when his Lord cometh, he thal! 
find fo doing.” 
(To be continued.) 





Nymphas to Sofipater. 
(Continued from p. 332.) 
LETTER II. 


N the prefent eventful period, 

at this folemn crifis, when ini- 
quity abounds and blafphemy grows 
bold ; when the moft dangerous 
errors prevail and a deluge of inf- 
delity is {preading through our na- 
tion and through Chriftendom ; it 
would feem impoflible any believer 
in revelation, who loves the Lord 
Jefus in fincerity, and feels firong 
wifhes for the falvation of finners, 
can indulge to floth. Rather it 
would feem he muft fecl deep, fo- 
lemn concern to do every thing 
which can be done at any expenfe, 
at a rifk of all dangers which may 
threaten. Never, never were the 
gates of hell more moved, never 
were the enemies of religion more 
thoroughly awake and adtive, than 
at the prefent time, while the un- 
clean {pirits like frogs are going out 
to the kings of the earth, and the 
whole world, to gather them to 
the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty. In this moft folema 
crifis, when the powersof darknefs, 
are all awake and the enemics of 
Chrift are in motion, vigoroufly 
exerting themfelves to exterminate 
the name of the bleffed Jefus and 
his religien from the world, fhall 
his few friends fleep on and take 
their reft? Shall they defert his 
ftandard at fuch a time as this, be 
lukewarm and indifferent in his 
caufe, and be forgetful of Zion? 
Rather they fhould be all awake, 
all zeal, all aétivity in the glori- 
ous caufe they have efpoufed, and 
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if poffible, go beyond their enemies 


in the ardor of their exertions and 
the fervor of their zeal. At fuch 
a time they fhould watch, take the 
whole armour of God, ftand in 
their lots and keep their garments, 
left they walk naked and their 
fhame be feen. At fuch a time, 
it behoves them to lean on the 
arm of their almighty Saviour, to 
repofe on his power, to have re- 
courfe to his fulnefs, to be replen- 
ifhed with his grace, and to drink 
in large meafures of his Spirit that 
they may ftand in this evil day, 
and like good foldiers under the 
great Captain of our falvation, fight 
the good fight of faith. 

Do you not, my friend, when 
you look around and contemplate 
the prefent fad ftate of things and 
the horrors of that increafing dark- 
nefs which broods over Chriften- 
dom, feel the benign influence of 
love to Chrift, to his dear Zion and 
to the fouls of men fweetly con- 
ftraining you to exert yourfelf if 
any thing canbe done by you, to 
oppofe error, and to arreft the pro- 
grefs of infidelity? I have confi- 
dence you do. But I think I hear 
you faying with yourfelf, what can 
Ido in my humble ftation, and 
with my abilities? If the Lord 
had placed me in fome confpicuous 
ftation, blefied me with brilliant 
powers of mind, and favored me 
with a literary education, I might 
with fome profpe& of fuccefs ex- 
ert myfelf. Bat being what Iam 
in my humble ftation, what, alas ! 
what can I do? Will you fuffer 
me, my dear fir, to affure you, 
much of duty lies upon you, the 
Lord juftly looks for much from 
you, and much, through the Lord’s 
grace may be done by you, though 
you are placed in the common 
walks of life, and have not been 
favored with any very fpecial ad- 
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vantages for making great improve- 
ments in divine fcience. 

I with you to believe me when I 
tell you, that to come to the help 
of the Lord againft the mighty, to 
exert yourfelf to arreft the progrefs 
of error and infidelity, and to lay 
out yourfelf for the upbuilding of 
Zion in thefe troublefome times, 
it isnot neceflary that you be in 
fome clevated ftation, or that you 
receive your education under fome 
renowned Gamaliel of the prefent 
day. As a volunteer in the army of 
the King of Zion, you and every 
Chriftian are defignated to be a 
witnefs tothe trath, to hold forth 
the word of life, to fight the good 
fight of faith, to contend earneftly 
for the faith once delivered to the 
faints. Itis as really your duty 
as it is the duty of the beft champi- 
on in his army. Do you afk, how 
you may and ought to exert your- 
felf? I can only fay in brief, by 
clofely following Chrift your lead- 
er, by breathing his fpirit and 
treading in his fteps. His word 
of command to his whole army 
and to you is, follow me. In look- 
ing to kim, the great Author and 
Finifher of the faith, you keep him 
full in your view, and watch all 
his motions and aétions, and learn 
of and follow him. You will aé 
a worthy part in the grand con- 
teft now depending, and your Lord 
will foon fay, ‘* Well done good 
and faithful, to you it is given to 
fit with me on my throne, and to 
reign with me forever and ever.” 
He the great Author of the faith 
delivered to the faints, could fay, 
“‘ 'T’o this end was I born, and for 
this cauft came.I into’ the world 
to bear witnefs to the truth.” It 
is your honer that you are fet for 
the defence and confirmation of 
the gofpel, to bear witnefs to the 
very fame truth, and to hold 1 
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out to the world, and you are to 
bear witnefs and give in your tef- 
timony in the fame way, that is, 
by faying, doing and fuffering. He 
has left you hie own cxample, as 
well as his commands, for your di- 
rectory. With his example in 
vicw and his precepts, it is evident 
as the light, that you are not to 
contend by fire and fword, but by 
an open, bold profeflion of the 
faith. He was not afhamed of the 
gofpel. He was attive, perfever- 
ing and indefatigable in diffufing 
divine knowledge, in fpreading the 
{weer light far and wide, and he 
was ready to do and fiffer, to 
spend and be fpent | to live and die 
for the cifufion of the heavenly 
light, for the fpread and further- 
ance of the gofpel. O how much 
did he fay, do and fuffer for the 
truth’s fake, which is the glorious 
foundation on which Zion refts and 
the happinefs of his eternal king- 
dom. In this way, you are to 
ive in your teftimony and if cal- 
fed, {eal it with your beft blood. 
You are with the greateft advan 
tage to hold out the truth, in word 
and deed. Your fpeech fhould be 
always with grace, 
fhould be like the tree of life— 
you are to walk in the truth—you 
are to exemplify its beauty, ener- 
gy» and benign influence by a liv- 
ing example, bya converfation be- 
coming the gofpel, and you are 
readily to make any facrilice of 
eafe, honor and pleafure you are 
called to—you are to be ready to 
part with any thing, however dear, 
hg with every thing—yea with 
life itfelf, if called thereto. In 
this way, you are to come to the 
help of the Lord again{t the pow- 
ers of darknefs, and all the {cof- 
fers of the prefent day. In this 
manner are you to contend for the 
faith once delivered to the faints. 
That the Lord may enable you to 
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fee more and more the importance He 
of the controverfy now depending, 
and by his grace difpofe you to 
contend carnefly for the faith 
once delivered to the faints, is the 
earneft with and prayer of yours, ; 
&c. 
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‘—For ye are not under the law; 
but uader grace.” 











HE apoftle wrote this epif- 
tle, and direéted it to all 
that be in Rome, beloved of God, 
called to be faints. He fent it to 
them, to awaken their zeal and 
faithful fs in the fervice of Chrift. 
In the paffage under confideration, 
it was the obje & of the apoftle to 
perfuade his readers to perfect obe- 
dience to God, as may be feen by 
reading the paragraph. The phrafe 
‘not under the law,’ therefore 
cannot mean that faints in this 
world are not under indifpenfible et 
obligations to conform in all things at 
to the requifitions of the divine 
law, as much as if there had been : 
no way of grace opencd for men. ’ 
Chrift, the author of grace to man, 
came to magnify the law, and make 4 
it honorable, not to fink it into Bf 
contempt, by abfolving his people ; 
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from obedience to it. For God to bib 
difpenfe with his law, would be to ! i 
open the floodgates of iniquity and ai 
mifery upon his creatures. It fure- a ; 
ly was not to procure this, that ke oe 
fent his Son intothe world. He wid 





came not to give his people un- oie 
bounded licence, but to fave them 4 
from their fins. God has not made 
a moft excellent and neceflary law, 
and then taught his people to tram- 
ple it under foot. But has not Pike 
grace reduced ihe law from its too 
ereat ftrictnefs ; fo that God will 
accept imperfe& obedience, and 
juftity his people upon that? Can 
it be thought that God will fuffer 
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his people to be licentious to a cer- 
tain degree, and jultify them in it? 
or that, if we are unwilling to yield 
entire obedience to his will, he 
will accept of that which is imper- 
fea,—of a {mall degree of obe- 
dience,—of that which we are wil- 
ling to render him? Will he by 
doing this, openly acknowledge 
that his law 1s too ftrict? Did 
Chrift die to atone for the crime of 
having made a Jaw too rigid and 
fevere ? Byno means. God will 
not thus confpire with his cnemies 
to fink his law, difhonor his name, 
and ruin his own kingdom. No 
man will ever be jultified for im- 
perfect obedience. If imperfect 
creatures are ever juftified, their 
righteoufnefs will be no part of the 
grounds of thetr acceptance. 

Nor does the confideration, that 
believers arc not under the law, 
but under grace, render obedience 
to the law of lefs importance. ‘The 
Jaw was ordained again{t fin, be- 
caufe it is in its own nature and 
direct tendency reproachful to 
God, and injurious to the happi- 
nefs of his kingdom : and certain- 
ly it is no lefs reproachful and in- 
jerious in its direét tendency, 
when committed by thofe who are 
not under the law, but under grace; 
than by thofe who are under the 
Jaw. Has the mercy of God to 
believers lefiened their obligations 
to holinc{s, or made it of lefs im- 
portance that they fhould be holy 
ashe is holy? Inftead of this, 
it has greatly increafed them. 

In what refpeéts then are the 
faints not under the law? They 
are not under it as a convenant 
of works. They do not hope for 
yeltification on account of any obe- 
dience to it, perfeét or imperfeét. 
They plead guilty, and confider 
themfelves juftly condemned by it 
to eternal wrath, and their hopes 
of acceptance with God are on 
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other grounds. They are under 
grace, in diftinétion from the law, 
in that they hope for juftification as 
matter of mere mercy. They 
truft in an atonement and right- 
eoufnefs wrought out by Chrift, 
and are affured that all who con- 
demn themfelves, and caft them- 
felves upon Chrift by faith, thall be 
juftified freely on his account ; and 
they hope for juftification by the 
covenant of grace and not of works. 
They are already under grace, and 
are juftified by it, and made heirs 
of the promifes.—Therefore, 

Belicvers are not under the law 
in this refpeé&t, they are not fubjec&t 
to its curfe on account of any paft 
or future difobedience to it, or 
however great their fins. Chrilt 
is the end of the law for righteouf- 
nefs to them that believe. ‘Though 
the obligations of the law, as arule 
of life, are as indifpenfible as ever, 
yet believers are forever delivered 
from its curfe. They are not ab- 
folved from obedience tothe law, 
but are juftified by grace. 

But it is faid, that this idea, of be- 
ing forever juftified from all fin, 
palt or to come, is very dangerous, 
becaufe men will take licence from 
it to indulge themfelves in their 
lufts, with the hopes of impunity. 
The apoftle noticed this objection 
in the next verfe. ‘* What then ? 
fhall we fin becaufe we are not 
under the law, but under grace? 
God forbid.” It is acknowledged 
that men may abufe this doctrine. 
It is acknowledged that they do 
abufe it. Carelefs finners, becaufe 
they hope for pardon, are much 
more quiet in their fins, and be- 
caufe fentence againft an evil work 
is not fpeedily executed, their 
hearts are fully fet in them to do 
evil. Hypocrites are often known 
to indulge themfelves in their lufts, 
and live without any regard to the 
power and fpirituality of religion, 
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becaufe they do not confider them- 
felves under the law. They fay in 
their hearts, what is it to us how 
much we abufe God, fo long as 
Chrift is our furety. And it might 
be wifhed that real Chriftians were 
never fo low, as to be guilty of 
fomething of the fame nature. But 
in the main it has a quite contrary 
effe&t upon them. So far as they 
are renewed, they are no longer 
mercenary fervants, but have the 
ingenuous fpirit of children; their 
-hearts are drawn by the cords of 
love; they are exeeedingly affected 
with the infinite mercy of God, and 
are more effectually drawn by his 
grace into holinefs and obedience 
to his law, than they coulc be dri- 
ven to it by terror. God treats 
men as they are. If they can be 
influenced by no motive but terror, 
they are kept under the law ; but 
when he fees in them an ingenuous 
fpirit, he ufes the motive of mercy 
toexcite themtotheirduty. If then, 
people find that they take licence 
to fin, becaufe they conceive that 
they are not under law, but under 
grace, it fhould convince them, 
that they are not under grace, but 
are condemned already, and the 
wrath of God abideth on them. 
It is only when this confideration 
excites them more effectually to 
deny themfelves, and take up their 
crofs, and follow Chrift, that they 
have reafon to conclude that they 
are under grace. It is not there- 
fore in itfelf a dangerous do&rine, 
but isa rule of trial, of great ufe, 
by which to judge ourfelves, whe- 
ther we are true believers, and is 
a powerful motive to quicken the 
people of God to obey his Jaw, and 
devote themfelves more zealoufly 
to his fervice. 

It is important that men feri- 
oufly confult their confciences on 
this fubjeét. Let a manafk himfelf, 
have I never indulged myfelf in 
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fin, on the prefumption that I hop- 
ed that God would pardon me? 
Have I not lived more quietly in 
rebellion again{ft the law and an- 
thority of God, becaufe I confid- 
ered him a merciful being ? Have 
Inot done this every day from 
my youth upwards? Has any con- 
fideration given me half fo much 
relief and eafe of mind, in finning 
againft God, and rejecting Chrift, 
and trifling with every thing fa- 
cred, as the confideration that 
God is gracious and merciful ? If 
fo, what a wretch am I? How 
depraved and defperately wicked 
my heart ? What greater evidence 
can I have that lam a child of 
wrath ?. And what more powerful 
motive to give all dilegence to a- 
gree with my adverfary quickly, 
while Iam in the way with him, 
left I be caft into that prifon, from 
which I can never efcape, till I 
have paid the uttermoft farthing. 
MIKROS. 
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* THE lord commended the 
unjuft fteward, becaufe he had 
done wifely : for the children of 
this world are in their generation 
wifer than the children of light— 
And I fay unto you, make to your- 
felves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteoufnefs ; that when ye fail, 
they may receive you into cverlalt- 
ing habitations.”’ 


AVA in underftanding this paf- 
face. Some perverfe and avari- 
cious minds, ule it as a warrant 
fortheir felfifhnefs. Others, to 
avoid this inconiiftency with the 
current of fcripture, fuppofe, that 
the conduct of the fteward was the 
effect of his repentance, for his 
extortions on his maiter’s cuftom- 
ers. Both of which, I conceive, 
are totally wrong : And, fome oth- 
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er conftructions, perhaps, are equal- 
ly wide of the truth. 

It fhould, always, be remem- 
bered that parables are not to be 
underftood as applicable in all ref- 
peéts ; they have one particular 
point in view ; if that is attained, 
it is of little confequence how dif- 
fimilar they are in other vicws. 
Our Saviour, in this paflage, re- 
commends to his followers the 
right and diligent ufe of the gifts 
of providence, both worldly and 
fpiritual ; which, as a Chriftian 


duty, may be very confiftently en- | 


forced from the bad example of 
the fteward. For, though his, 
and his mafter’s intereft were divi- 
ded; yet, theintereft of God and 
man is not divided: God’s gory 
is man’s higheft intereft. Chrift 
might, therefore, from the feliith- 
nefs of the fteward, very confilt- 
ently recommend to his followers 
the beft poflible perfonal ufe of the 
gifts of divine providence : What 
is man’s highelt perfonal good, is 
moft for God’s glory. 

Thefe things being premifed, 
we will take a dire& view of the 
text befere us. The {teward, up- 
oninformation that he fhould be 
difmiffed, made no attenipt to ex- 
cufe himfelf, nor any promifes of 
amendment. He was merely anx- 
ious for a future livelihood—W hat 
forall I do ?—I cannot dig, to beg [ 
am afhamed—I am refoived what 
to do !—Like other wicked men, 
inftead of repenting and reform- 
ing, he refolved to purfue his ways 
of unrightcoufnefs ; and to {trike 
a bold ftroke at his lord’s expenfe, 
that he might make to himfelf 
friends of his cuflomers, and bring 
them under oblipation of gratitude 
to him. Accordinely, he called 
every one of his lord’s debtors, and 
gave in a certain large proportion 


of their accounts ; and thus, he 
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| paved the way for a hearty wel. 

come to their houfes. 
| His lord, when he heard of the 
| policy of his fteward, was afton- 
' athed at his knavery, but could not 
help admiring his worldly wifdom. 
He acknowledged he had been 
crafty and wife for himfelf ; and 
| had dextcroufly provided a liveli- 
hood without the drudgery of dig. 
ging, or, the the fhame of begging. 
Nothing more than this, I conceive, 
is meant by the lord’s commend. 
ing the wifdom of his unjult ftew- 
ard. 

Our Saviour, very naturally ob. 
ferves, upon this parable, that she 
children of this world are in their 
generation wifer than the children 
of light. The worldly man is vat. 
ly more diligent, wife and crafty 
in getting and ufing the things of 
this world, than profeffing Chrif- 
tians are in the right fpiritual ufe 
| and improvement of them. Look ! 
| How diligent—how indefatigable 
is he in all his labors >—He {pares 
no time nor pains to make gain — 


~~ ¢ ae 


He is wife to pian, eagle-eyed to 
{py and take advantage, and vig- 
orous toexccute. What a fhame 
is this to profeffors of religion } 
Will the avaricious man thus tot 
for falfe and perifhing riches ; 
much more ought we to ftrive for 
the true riches. Therefore, faid 
Chritt, AZake to yourfelves friends 
of the Mammom of unrighteoufne/s : 
Suffer not the covetous and unju 
children of this world to out do 
you in care and diligence ; but be 
ye as prudent and induftrious in 
the ways of charity and virtue in 
| the ufe and improvement ot the 
| talents entrufted to you, as they 
| are to provide for themfelves falle 
and perifhing riches. 

The term, AZammon, is here uf- 
ed in alarge and general fente, not 
only implying riches, but all world 





—— 
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ly talents, privileges and acquifi- 
tions. Thefe may be called un- 
righteous, on account of the craft, 
intrigue, oppreffion, hypocrify and 
vasiousincanel Gitbedch »general- 
ly practifed in gettingandufingthem. 
The original word, here, tranfla- 
ted unrighteoufnefs, however, may 
fignify falfe or uncertain ; and is 
thus contrafted with true riches, 
in the 11th verfe of the context. 
If, therefore, ye have not been faith- 
ful in the unrighteous Mammon, 
who will commit to your truft the 
true Mammon. The duty there- 
fore, {tands thus, Make to your- 


Jelves friends of the falfe riches of 


this world. 

This duty is inculcated on us, 
upon the idca that we are ftewards 
of God in the gifts of Providence, 
the good things of this life ; and 
bound to be faithfultohim. Eve- 
ry one of us have talents commit- 
ted to us, for which we mutt 
give an important account. ‘To 
make friends of thefe talents is the 
great bufinefs of life. They mult 
be fo ufed as to advance God’s 
glory, our own and_ neighbor’s 
good ; then they will be our friends: 
they cannot reproach us in this 
world, nor condemn us in the next. 
But if we ufe the gifts of provi- 
dence to aggrandize ourfelves— 
opprefs the poor and needy, or 
gratify the lufts of the flefh, they 
will certainly be our enemies. For 
though, by a mifapplication of tal- 
ents and privileges we may increafe 
the quantity of our good things ; 
yet, we fhall lofe proportionably 
in their yood quality, and confe- 
quently, in their friendfhip. The 
wife and prudent ufe of what we 
have, is better than a forced and 
perverfe accamulation of that which 
is forbidden. The little that a 
righteous man hath, is better than 
the revenue of many wicked. Would 
we obtain the true riches, faying 
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grace and eternal life, we muft 
make friends of the falfe riches, 
the Mammon of unrighteoufnefs, 
by carrying our views beyond 
this life, and ating in all things, 
with reference to an eternal ftate. 
‘'o advance God’s glory, through 
the ufe of created thingss is our 
higheft perfonal good. 

The motives for fuch a courfe 
of conduét, are of infinite weight 
and importance—That when ye 
fail, they* may receive you into eve 
erlafting habttations. We thall foon 
fail—our lifeisa fhadow—death 
is at hand 3 yet, forgetful of this 
truth, we feek riches, honors and 
pleafures ; and think we lay up 
durable happinefs—but we are des 
ceived. ‘The acquifition of thefe 
things is uncertain, the enjoyment 
precarious and unfatisfactory, and 
at beft, of fhort duration. It is 
folly in extreme to fet our affece 
tions on them. They will foon 
leave us, or we fhall leave them. 

To this failure of our fteward- 
fhip, we muft add the certainty 
of accounting for it.—lIt will be 
of infinite importance that we be 
found faithful in the falfe Mam- 
mon, otherwife, God will not come 
mit to us the true riches ; but puna 
ith us for our abufe of the falfe 
riches. And how diftrefling will 
it be to refle&, that of all the 
numberlefs gifts of providence, 
we have not made friends of any, 
fo as to lay hold on eternal life in 
Chrift Jefus ? Our lofs will beine 
finite—Not one friend in heaven 
nor on earth! Are not our minds 
callous to every fpiritual fenfation, 


* Some eminent men have fuppofed 
that the word ¢éey in this paffage refers 
tothe ‘Trinity—Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit ; and toelect Angels, & This 
conftruction appears, ta me, foreign 
and forced ; I have, therefore, chofen a 
different one. They, is doubtlels @ 
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fuch a motive muft excite us to 
diligence, and faithfulnefs in the 
ufe and improvement of the good 
things of this life. 

But on the other hand, do we, 
like the unjuft fteward, ufe the 
goods of our divine Matter for our 
own beft perfonal good, the glo- 
ry of God, eternal and glorious 
will be our reward. Our friends, 
the good improvement of tranfi- 
tory things, will receive us into ev- 
erlafting habitations. They will 
evidence our love and faithfulnefs 
to our divine Mafter, through 
which, we fhall be received into 
his favor. Though riches and 
honors of this world fail, our good 
improvement of them will be ever- 
latting gain. 

Though we fail on trial of ftrict 
juftice at the bar of God; yet, 
through the grace of our Lord 
of Jefus Chrift, our good improve- 
ment of the fal/e Mammon will be 


nor thieves break through and fleal. 
Thus, the friends we make of the 


world, will receive us into everlalt- 
ing habitations. 
+ an everlafting evidence of our faith- 
' fulnefs to God, in the ftewardfhip, 
to which he appointed us: and, as 
44% fuch, will introduce us, with a 
welcome to the joy of our Lord. 
To fuch, Jefus our King, wiil fay, 
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gave me meat ; I wes thirfly, aud 
ye gave me drink ; I was a fran- 
ger, and ye took me in; naked, and 
ye cloathed me; I was fick, and 
ye vifited me 3 I was in prifon, and 
ye came unto me. Verily, I fay 
unto you, in as much as ye have 
done st unto one of the leaft of thefe 
my brethren, ye have done tt unto 


me. ISRAEL. 


we * 
EA Are: pe on 
an ae ag 


es Sab aes > E94, 


Cae / 

Ae gt Come, ye blefcd of my Father, in- 
eos herit the kingdom prepared for you : 
+ ful: For I was an hungered, and ye 
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laying up treafure in heaven, where | 
neither moth nor ruff doth corrupt, | 


i falfe and perifhing riches of this | 
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The work of God perfea. 
(Contin. from p. 410.) 


NUMBER II. 


AVING, in a former num- 
ber, proved, if I miftake 
not, the goodnefs of God from his 
works, and obviated the great 
objection urged by fome to invali- 
date this proof, arifing from the 
exiftence and prevalence of natur- 
al and moral evil in the world ; I 
proceed to take feveral other views 
of the work of God, illuftrative 
of its perfection, in its being cal- 
culated to exhibit the charaéter of 
God, as the fountain of good, 
and of courfe the character and 
dependence of creatures. Our 
Lord Jefus Chrift has told us, 
“ There is none good but one, that is 
God.” ‘The truth of this appears 
in every part of the work of God. 
1ft, Nothing can be more cer- 
tain than this, that whatever of 
greatnefs, goodnefs, or happinefs 
creatures poflefs, is from God. 
Stull this truth is difplayed to much 
better advantage, in the endlefs va- 
riety vifible in the degrees of ex- 
cellence or happinefs communica- 
ted to creatures, than if they were 
lefs, or not at all, diverfified. ‘To 
confider this variety more particu- 
larly. God has imparted to inan- 
imate matter, various degrees of 
excellence, from mere {tones and 
dirt to the light of heaven. He 
has fuperadded to certain portions 
of matter vegetative life, animal 
life, intelligence, incorruptibility 
and immortality. The fenfitive 
creatures below us have animal 
life, various low degrees of intelli 
gence, the power of volition and 
felf-motion, fuited to their defign 
and place in the creation ; they 
are impelled by certain propenti- 
ties and paflions to what is necefla- 
ry for their fupport, defence, and 
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the multiplication of their kind : 
but force is their only law of or- 
der ; and having no capacity of 
knowing or enjoying God, they 
have only a fleeting exiftence ; and 
feem neceflarily fubje& to pain, 
decay and death. 

To man God has given far no- 
bler powers. In moral and intel- 
leftual excellence he is capable of 
endlefs improvement ; he perceives 
the difference between right and 
wrong in moral conduét ; he is 
capable of knowing God, of being 
like him, and of enjoying him ; 
of courfe, he is capable of praife 
and blame, rewards and punifh- 
ments : And it being important 
that God’s perfection and glory 
fhould be always feen and enjoyed 
by creatures who are capable of it, 
and are like him in temper and 
charafter, as they fhall be dif- 
played both on the veffels of mercy 
and on the veflels of wrath, God 
will give him immortality. This 
prerogative is common to all men. 
In their original powers and in- 
clinations however, individuals are 
greatly diftinguifhed. But all are 
equally fitted to bring to pafs that 
part of the univerfal fyftem of 
events, fixed in the counfels of 
God, which his wifdom faw fit to 
conneét with their feveral volitions 
and exercifes. Mofes, David and 
Washington were not better fitted 
for their work, than Pontius Pilate, 
Herod and Judas If{cariot were 
for theirs. In every age, fome are 
raifed up to be lights in the world; 
fome to produce important changes 
in the ftate of things; fome to 
move inthe walks of more private 
life ; and others to pafs their days 
in the vale of humble obfcurity. 

It feems evident, that a like 
variety takes place among the an- 
gels, with refpeét to their feveral 
orders ; as may be gathered from 
the diftin@ names given them in 
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Scripture, of thrones, dominions, 
principalities and powers; and alfo, 
to the individuals of the fame or- 
der, as may be gathered from the 
names angel and archangel: fo 
we read that Michael and his an- 
gels fought with the dragon, and 
the dragon fought and his angels. 

To crown all, it appears, God 
has given to the man, whom he 
hath appointed to be the head of 
all principality and power, fuch 
tranfcendent glory and excellence, 
as are far above all blefling and 
praife. 

To create the fmalleft particle 
of matter requires, indeed, Al- 
mighty Power ; ftill we feem, 
more diftinétly and forcibly to ap- 
prehend the glory of creation, in 
viewing the different grades of be- 
ing and. perfection communicated 
to creatures. They afford a fort 
of relief to the mind, as it foars 
from one degree of being and per- 
feétion to another, until it arrives 
at the higheft : and as we judge of 
great or {mall by comparifon, we 
can make a julter eftimate of crea- 
ted beings, and of the fulnefs of 
the Creator, in tracing and retra- 
cing thefe various degrees, than 
if the fame degree of perfection 
were given to all creatures ; and 
the whole is more clearly feen to 
be from God. But what is ftill 
more important, we are able to 
trace the goodnefs of God, in com- 
municating his own fulnefs to his 
creatures, according to their ref- 
pective natures ; and the footfteps 
of divine wifdom, in caufing every 
part of a fyftem, infinitely complex, 
to unite in this defign ; that the 
whole might be to his praife. No 
finite underftanding can compre- 
hend fully the ufe of every part of 
creation to this end. Yet, it is 
eafy to fee, in general, that this 
earth was made for the habitation 
of man ; that the fun, the moon and 
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the ftars were ordained for times, 
for feafons for days and for years; 
that the inferior creatures were 
made fubfervient to him ; that the 
fulnefs of the earth and feas was 
made for his fupport and delight ; 
and that he himfelf was made to 
know and enjoy God, to the end 
that God might be glorified. 

2d, The fame economy is ob- 
fervable in God’s conduct towards 
the angels. Some of the angels 
God has upheld, throvgh their 
time of probation, in thcir original 
ftate of holinefs and happinefs ; 


fare. They excc! in 
they do God’s commandments, 
harkening unto the voice of his 
word : They are miniftring {pir- 
its fent forth to minifter for them, 
who fhall be heirs of falvation. 

They will always behold the 


face of God, and be of that glori- | 


ous fociety, each member of which 
will be filled with all the fulnefs of 
God ; and on whom the infinite 
Jove of God will reft and be fatis- 
fied. Others, and probably of the 
brighteft orders, who might be 
Vike Lucifer fon of the motning 
among the other ftars, kept not 
their firft cftate ; but fell into a 
fiate of fin and rebellion apaintft 
God, and were turned out of heav- 
en and referved in chains under 
darknefs to the judgment of the 
great day. Thefe have becn in a 
itate of open hoftility to God and 
his kingdom from the beginning, 
and they are heaping up wrath 


againft the day of wrath and reve” 


lation of the righteous judgment 
of Ged, when the wrath of al- 
mighty God wil! be made known 
in their utter and eternal de(ftruc- 
tion. 

This great event demonfirates, 
to the view of all, by fact and ex- 
perience, and with irsefiftible evi 
dence, that all holincfs and happi- 
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their election of God is now made | 
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efs in creatures are from God. 
The finning angels were, as juit 
obferved, among the brighteft, it 
not of the firft angelic orders. If 
creatures as fuch had any power to 
perfevere in a ftate of holinefs and 
happinefs independently of God, 
they muft have pofleffed it. Whatey- 
er difference there mightbe between 
them and thofe who kept their 
firft eftate, was probably in favor 
of the former ; their fall therefore 
was not owing to any defeat of 
nature or of temper, peculiar to 
However fin arofe in 
their hearts, it 1s evident it could 
not be owing toa finful caufe in 


| them, for this would fuppofe the 


fir{t fin was before itfelf. When- 
ever it exilled, and by whatever 
caufe, either pofitive or negative, 
it was cnmity to God and his king- 
dom, and infinitely hateful ; and 
they deferved that everlafting fire, 
which is prepared for them. ‘Their 
fiaie might have been different 5 
but this muft have been of divine 
appointment. If the trial of the 
angels was their prompt obedi- 
ence to the will of God ordaining 
that one, made Jower than they, 
fhould be their head and Lord for 
ever,as feems probable ; their fu- 
pereminent -greatnels and dignity 
might have been the occafion of 
that pride which was their con- 
cemnation ; or, which is the fame 
thing, the diitinguifhing bounty 
of their Creator, might have been 
its occafion. Be this as it may; 
when it exifted, it was wholly 
their own ¢ it was not the affection 
or cxercife of any other being, el- 
ther created or uncreated. But 
whether it arofe from the with- 
drawment of that divine influence, 
which was at firft imparted ; or, 
as feems moft likely, from their 
peculiar ftate and circumftances ; 
in which, difobedience, at a fatal 
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a good, which they viewed as fu- 
perior to that which they enjoy- 
ed, or might enjoy, through obe 
dienee, it muft have been the fruit 
of God’s appointment and difpo- 
fal. Doubtlefs God could have 
upheld them in their firft eftate, 
if he had feen fit; as he did the 
other angelic orders, whom he had 
chofen to eternal life ; and who 
are called,in {cripture, led Angels. 
Thefe were not eledied, becaufe 
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There were reafons, in ‘the divine 
mind, for leaving thofe bright or- 
ders of argels to fall, which in 
faét did fall, rather than others; 
among which, that fupectted, was 
probably one ; that the defeétibili- 
ty of creatures as fuch might be 
inconteltibly demonftrated, and 
ihat the intelligent fyftem might 
have the proof of this truth for 
ever in view, That there is none 





they perfevered, but they perfever- 


good but one, that is Ged. It may 
be faid, that God might have re- 


ed becaufe they were clected. The | vealed this truth to creatures, with- 


others fell becaufe they were not | 


eleéted. 
Chrift Jefus, who was made a lit- 

tle lower than the angels, notwithe | 
ftanding the trial of his obedience | 
was inconceivably greater than 
that of any other creature, whom | 
God had placed, in a ftate of pro- | 
bation. He overcame, not thro’ 
his own {trength, as a creature, but 
becaufe God gave him the Spirit, 
not by meafure. 
united to the fecond perfon in the 


Trinity, fo as to become one pet- | 


fon with him; yet, as aman, he 


was as liable to fall as any other | 
It was indeed impoffible | 
for him to fall; but this de-' 
pended on the promife of effectual : 


man. 


fupport. He is the firit of elea 


creatures, and the Lord of angels | 


and men 3; but he obtained eternal 
life, becaufe he was eleéted to 
eternal life, in a courfe of unfail- 
ing obedience. Vrom the fall of 


the finning angels, then, it appears, | 


that all holinefs and happinefs in 
creatures are from God, and are 


a communication from him alone ; | 


—that all ele&t creatures will en- 
joy eternal life as the free gift of 
God, fecured by his immufable 
counfel and decree, and not from 
indefeétibility in the nature cf crea- 
tures, however great and excellent 
they may be, and however inti- 
mately united to the divine nature. 





out having recourfe to meafures fo 


God upheld the man | expenfive ; but, in anfwer, it may 


be obfervcd, that the proof, whiciy 
God has chofen, is infinitely more 
nnprefive on the minds of crea- 


‘tures 3 and it would fecm, there 


cannot be too much evidence of a 
truth, which ts the bafis of the hap- 


_ pinefs of God’s univerfal kingdom, 


and of his own eternal praile. Be- 


fides, 


Though he was | 


In this great difpenfation of 
providence God has taught erea- 
tures a leffon of humility, in a way 
in which none can teach but him- 
felf. The event will moft power- 
fully ferve to keep them from be- 
ing lifted up with pride, and fo 
from: falling into the condemnation 
of the devil ; to maintain in them 
a deep fenfe of their dependence 
, on God ; to keep them-in their 

proper place in the fyftem ; to fill 
_them with awe of the divine ma- 
_ jelty 5 and to infpire them with 
lively gratitude and praife for 
| diftinguifhing and fovereign good- 


lnefs. In view of this great 
work, and the othcr raarvei- 


lous works of God, the winged 
Seraphim, in expreflions of hum- 
ble reverence and prompt obedi« 
ence, with twain do cover their 
faces, with twain they cover their 
feet, and with twain do they fly, 
and cry one to another, and fay, 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Ged Al- 
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mighty. Be it fo, that ele& crea- his fuffering as their furety. God’s 
tures are fecured from apoftacy by not clearing, or his punifhing the 
God’s eternal counfel and decree ; guilty then, is as real a difplay of 
ftill, God’s counfels and decrees his goodnefs, as the exercife of 
are brought to pafs by means. | his grace and mercy; nor can all 
Thofe means, which ferve to give , his goodnefs be proclaimed with- 
the moft diftin& and impreffive | out it. Once more: 
views of God, feem to be efiential It appears from this great event, 
to preferve creatures from falling | that God is under no obligation to 
away. And the great event un- | keep any of the holy inhabitants of 
der confideration is among. the | heaven, or any other creature, 
moft important for this end. | from falling into fin and remedilefs 
Doubtlefs it is effential to the or- ; ruin, in point of juftice to them as 
der, felicity and perpetuity of Gad’s | creatures. There is nothing to 
kingdom. Again, ' fecure them, but his own good 
As fin, in its nature, tends to | pleafure,in their prefent holy and 
deftroy all happinefs in the uni- | happy ftate. He has, doubtlefs, 
verfe ; and, if it became univerfal | pledged his faithfulnefs to thofe 
among creatures, would in fact do | inhabitants, and alfo to thofe a- 
it, by wholly defeating God’s be- | mong men, who have fled for 
nevolent defigns in his works, the | refuge, to lay hold on the hope fet 
gratification of which is the fource | before them, by two immutable 
of his own bleflednefs, it is {triétly | things, in which it is impofhible 
an infinite evil. God muft there- | for God to lie, that they might 
fore be oppofed to it with all his | have {trong confolation. But eter- 
heart and with all his ftrength; | nal life is the free gift of God to 
and it feems fit that this oppofition | angels as wellas to men. The 
fhould not only be expreffed, but | former, indeed, are not ill deferv- 
fully expreffled. And the good- | ing, as men are, but they arc 
nefs of God will be as glorioufly | equally undeferving ; they cannot 
difplayed in making his power, | claim it as a reward, on the ground 
that is Almighty power, known, in | of merit; they enjoy it as mere 
the eternal deftruction of finners, | bounty ; and this confideration 
as it willbe, in giving cternal life | will, above all things elfe, endear 
to the rightcous. ‘!’his truth is | to them both the happinefs of hea- 
fully confirmed in fcripture. Thus | ven ; and will be the only ground 
when God, in anfwer tothe re- of endlefs gratitude and praife. 
queft of Mofes, made all bis good-'| 3d, I proceed to confider, in 
nefs pafs before him, and proclaim- ; feveral particulars, the work of 
edthe name of the Lord, he did ; God in relation to man, in which 
itin the following words. ‘ The | it will more fully appear, That 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful | there is none good but one, that is 
and gracious, long-fuffering, and , God. 
abundant in goodnefs and truth ; By the fall of man we are taught. 
keeping mercy for thoufands, for- | many of the truths, which are 
giving iniquity and tranfgrefhon } taught by the fall of the finning 
and fin, and that will by no means | angels. But, as thefe were of the 
tlear the gutlty.”? It is to be ob- | higheft, fo man, in his original 
ferved, that the guilty are not clear- | formation, was the loweft order 
ed who are pardoned for Chrift’s | of moral beings, of whom we have 
fake, for their guilt is expiated by | any account ; and by his fall and 
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apoftacy from God he rendered 
himfelf more vile and brutifh than 
the beafts that perifh. But, as 
God had purpofes of mercy to- 
wards man, he has, in the mea- 
fures taken for his recovery, dif- 
clofed a f{cene of wonders, which 
the angels defire to look into. And 
the manifold wifdom of God is 
made known through the church, 
unto the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places. 

The great object which God 
had in view in this wonderful work 
was to deftroy the works of the 
devil, defigned to bring difhonor 
upon*God and ruin upon man ; 
ta redeem an eleé& number of the 
human race from death and hell ; 
to raife them into the place left 
by the finning angels, or to bring 
them into nearer union with him- 
felf than even the holy angels ; to 
the intent, that they might be to 
the praife of his glory for ever. 

To attain this object, the glori- 
ous myftery of the Trinity of per- 
fons in the Godhead is brought in- 
to view; a manner of fubfifting 
effential to the all-perfeét Being ; 
and the ground on which refts the 
whole fabric of redemption ; and 
without which, it muft have ceafed 
for ever. Each Divine Perfon, 
purfuant to the eternal counfels of 
God, affumes an appropriate office, 
in the economy of redemption. 
The Father, that of a righteous 
governor and judge, demanding fa- 
tisfaétion of men for his violated 
Jaw; the Son, that of a mediator 
to reveal the mind of God to men, 
to declare the divine righteoufnefs, 
to atone for fin, and for this pur- 
pofe to become manifeft in the 
flefh, and to offer up himfelf with- 
out fpot to God, to fet up a glori- 
ous kingdom, to reign in the hearts 
of his willing fubjects, and over all 7 
things for their good; and to 
plead his merits before the throne 
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of God in their behalf; the Holy 
Ghoft, that of the comforter, to 
convince, renew, fanétify and pre- 
pare for the vifion and fruition of 
God, here in foretafte, and here- 
after in perfeétion. 

Purfuant to this economy the 
Son of God, in due time, affum- 
ed human nature, declared the 
truth of God ; obeyed the divine 
law for himfelf and his followers ; 
died an accurfed death on the 
crofs to fatisfy its penalty on their 
behalf ; arofe from the dead ; af- 
cended on high ; and intercedes 
before the throne of God for all 
who were given to him in the cov- 
enant of redemption ; exercifes 
univerfal dominion over all crea- 
tures and things; will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs ; fede all 
his enemies under his feet ; and, in 
the end, deliver up the king- 
dom to the Father; when God 
fhall be all in all. The Father is 
well pleafed with the rightcoufnefs 
of his Son ; is propitious to thofe 
who belive on his name; and al- 
ways hears with grace and favor 
his intercefion; and the Holy 
Ghoft is fent down to convince 
the world of fin, of righteoufnefs 
and of judgment ; to renew and 
fanétify the elect ; and to forma 
holy and fpiritual kingdom which, 
when perfeéted, fhall be a full ex- 
preflion of infinite power, wifdom, 
and goodnefs ; the view of which, 
always perfect in the mind of God, 
is the fource of his own eternal en- 
joyment. 

Man being juftly obnoxious to 
the penalty of the law which “he 
had broken, being eternal death, 
it is manifeft, that the plan for his 
recovery in its origin, develope- 
ment, and completion, muft be 
grace, or unmerited favor. For 
who, in this, hath known the 
mind of the Lord, or who hath 
been his counfellor, or who hath 
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firft given unto him and it fhall be 
recompenfed to him again ? And 
the peculiar glory of this molt ex- 
cellent part of the work of God 
is, that it is the higheft expreffion 
of divine powcr and, wifdom, in 
concerting and employing the 
means of exhibiting to creatures, 


in the moft glorious light, this | 


truth, That there is none good but 
one that is God, and that bis good- 
nefs is difintercfted, free and infinite. 
——But to be more particular ; rit, 
The events which take place in the 
courfe of God’s common provi- 
dence, which are a part of the 
means which God ufes in man’s 
recovery, are calculated with de- 
fign to prove, and to keep forever 
in view, this great truth. Some 
regions of the earth, which for- 
merly were as the garden of the 
Lord, are become brimftone and 
falt and burning ; while, in others, 
the wildernefs has become a fiuit- 
ful field. Some are deftined toe- 
ternal froft or drought ;_ while oth- 
ers are impregnated with the genial 
rays of the fun and the rain of 
heaven. God caufes it to rain 
on one city, and he caufes it not 
to rain on another city. One 
piece is rained upon ; and the piece 
whereon it raineth not, withereth. 
The moft promifing hopes of the 
hufbandnian are often cut of b 

froft, drought, mildew, locu{t or 
caterpillar. The great and the 
honorable are often tumbled from 
their feats ; and the poor are raif- 
ed eutof the duft, and feated a- 
mong princes. Riches make to 
themfelves wings and fly away as 
an eagle towards heaven. He ta- 
keth the wife in their own crafti- 
nefs, ard the counfel of the wick- 
ed is carried headlong. We find 
that, the race 1s not to the fwift, 
nor the battle to the ftrong, nei- 
ther yet bread to the wife, nor yet 
Tiches to men of paderttanding, 
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' nor yet favor to men of fkill; but 


time and cliancehappeneth to them 


all. One dies in infancy, another 


dies in full ftrength ; his breafts 
are full of milk and his bones are 
moiftened with marrow ; another 
dies in the bitternefs of his foul 
and never eateth with pleafure. 
Some enjoy uninterrupted health 
till old age ; others are tortured 
with difeafe, and linger out a life 
of mifery. Some poffefs eafe, 
friends, affluence ; others fuffer 
the lofs of all things. The bafe 


| and the wicked are often preferved 


| to old age, and are a burden to all 
| around them ; while others,’ who 
are pillars in church and ftate, are 
j cut down in the meridian of lif, 
and in the midit of their ufefulnefs. 
One builds a houfe, and anothe 
| inhabits it. One plants a vineyard, 
and another eats the fruit of it. 
Some enjoy the powers of reafon ; 
while others fall under the power 
of diftraction. And while moft 
/men are, through the mercy of 
| God, folicitous to preferve their 
; own lives and the lives of their 
deareft conneétions, fome are fuf- 
fered to be impelled by the tempt- 
ations of the devil, with horrid 
rage and madnefs, to lay violent 
hands upon them, and to clofe the 
dreadful {cene, upon themfelves. 
The fubjeéts of the great monar- 
'chies of the Taft, from age to 
age, fluffer the loweft degradation 
under the preffure of unrelenting 
defpotifm. The Tartars, the A- 
rabs and the wild men of Amceri- 
ca, and of the iflands in the South 
Seas, while they retain more per- 
fonal liberty, fuffer the fharpeft vi- 
ciflitudes of perpetual wars, which, 
in their {tate of fociety, reach the 
condition of individuals, and in- 
; ict on them the moft poignant 
diftrefs. The Hordes of Africa, 
‘in addition to this, are fubject to 
‘the miferics of perfonal avery to 











1802] 


one another, or ina foreign land ; 
and to tranfmit the fatal inheritance 
to theirchildren from generation to 
generation. - While the nations of 
Europe, and thofe in America 
which originated from them, have, 
from age to age, under the pecul- 
iar {miles of heaven, attained to 
pre-eminence above the other na- 
tions, in that knowledge, which 
is calculated to embellifh fociety, 
to elevate the human charaéter, 
and to lead to the moft fubftantial 
enjoyments. 

Now it is evident to every re- 
flecting mind, that the ftate of 
things which has been defcribed, 
is wifely calculated to teach men, 
that God is fovereign in the diftri- 
bution of good and evil—that he 
is under no obligation to creatures 
in point of juftice—that he hasa 
right to give and take at pleafure— 
that all which men enjoy from the 
hand of God is mere bounty or 
grace—that they are wholly depen- 
dent on God—that they have no 
power of themfelves to procure, or 
to retain any enjoyment—that 
God is the fountain of all good, 
and has a right to demand and to 
receive our homage, gratitude and 
praife ; nay more, to require us to 
give up ourfelves unto him, as a 
living facrifice, holy, acceptable in 
his fight, which is our reafonable 
fervice—that we ought to look to 
him, in the way which he has ap- 
pointed, for all needed good ; ahd 
from a fenfe of the infufficiency 
and uncertainty of prefent enjoy- 
ments, to feck a portion in God, 
which fhall never fail. 

Were we to aflume the point, 
that God defigned, by the events 
of his common providence, to en- 
grave thefe interefting truths upon 
the minds of men, all which may 
be fummed up in this—That there 
is none good but one, that is God; 
we cannot conceive of any ftate of 
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things more perfeét, than the one 
which actually exifts for this pur- 
pofe. Be it fo, that the fufferings 
involved in this fyffem are great, 
yet they are an effential part of 
that plan of difcipline which is ne- 
ceffary, effectually, to teach men a 
truth, moft important to thcir own 
well being, and to the honor of 
God ; and fo they are as neceffa- 
ry, as that the truth fhould be 
known, or fully known, or they are 
as neceflary, as that God fhould be 
glorified, and that man fhould be 
happy in the knowledge and en- 
joyment of him. 
OMICRON. 
(To be continued.) 


Pra&ical Remarks on Exodus xiv. 
13, 14, 15. 

“And Mofes faid unto the peo- 
ple, fear ye net ; ftand ftill, and 
fee the falvation of the Lorp, 
which he will fhew to you to-day : 
for the Egyptians whom ye have 
feen to-day, ye fhall fee them again 
no more forever. The Lorp 
fhall fight for you, and ye fhall 
hold your peace. And the 
Lerp faid unto Mofes, where- 
fore crieft thou unto me ? Speak 
unto the children of Ifrael, that 
they go forward.” 


ARIOUS are the methods 

of illuftrating the nature 

and manner of the falvation of 
God, and of meeting the objetti- 
ons raifed by carnal, unbelieving 
hearts, againit the fovereignty of 
divine grace, in the deliverance of 
finners, and leading them to glory. 
Among thefe, the conduct of 
Jehovah in the redemption of If- 
racl from Egyptian bondage, and 
leading them to the land of pro- 
mife is eminently one method, im- 
proved by the infpired writers of 
the New Teftament, for this pur- 
pofe, The bondage of thofe na- 
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tural children cf Abraham, their 
deliverance and earthly Canaan, 
were all typical of our fpiritual 
bondage in fin, deliverance from 
it, journey to, and ref{t in heaven. 
The pailage before us leads the 
contemplative mind to a remarka- 
ble era of God’s ancient church, 
and to one of the moft remarkable 
events of providence, ever record- 
ed either in facred or profane hif- 
tory. This memorable paffage of 
facred writ, may, at firft view, 





feem to be inconfiftent and felf- 
contradictory ; but on candid en- 
quiry, be found to be harmonious 
and full of inftru@ion. To make 
thefe manifett for general inftruc- 
tion and improvement, ts the pre- 
fent defign. 

Yor thefe purpofes, let us firft 
view the cicumitances, and the 
Divine intention. 

The whole numerous multitude 
of Ifracl were now flocking out 


fl Naat irom Egyptian bondage—were col- 
Peak a tected in a body, with their wo- 
tig Heh men, children and fubftance, and 
at Pay with Mofes for their leader, under 
pe the immediate direction and con- 

a duct of Ifvael’s God. In the pre- 

hs ceding chapter, we read of their 


~~ 
Sine 
= 
~ 
2 rik: 


a 


ee  —— 
oy “ 


ars ey 
oo ta ae 







ee 


ont 


— 


Sp eepre Te es 
_ - 3 5 


toe 


Rett Ae y 
oll sk 


4 





taking their journey, and encamp- 
ing in Etham, in the edge of the 
wildernefs 3 to human reafon, their 
belt way, but infinite wifdom faw 
better. God had yet the moft 
alorious purpofes to anfwer, for 


Cee a 
the manifeftaiioa of his preat name, 


-to the end of time, and to all eter- 


nity, in the deftruétion of his ene- 
mies, and falvation of his chofen. 
Therefore the Divine order, at 
firit full of myftery, and foon after 
full of glory, was, to vary from 


¥ this courfe to the {traits of Hiroth. 
‘s * Vhis from Etham to Pihahiroth, 
hh Pa was turning fhort off to the right 
ry el hand, froma dircct courfe through 


the wildernefs, without any fea in- 
tervening, to the land of Canaan ; 
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and going in between two ranges 
of high, craggy and impaffible 
mountains, between Migdol, 2 
parrifoned city of Egypt and the 
red fea, over again{t Baal-Zephon, 
another place on an eminence, with 
agairifon. Pharaoh, who refem- 
bled the grand adverfary, had 4 
malicious, perfevering defign to op- 
pofe God, and ruin Ifrael ; Jeho- 
vah defigned to triumph glorioufly 
in his utter ruin, and in the falya- 
tion of his people, in a method that 
fhould itil further manifeft their 
eatire dependence on him, and fig- 
nalize his fpecial providence and 
grace in Ifracl’s deliverance. Al! 
this was typical of the deftrudion 
of Satan and all his legions ; and 
of the preat deliverance of the re- 
deemed church and people, under 
the captain of our falvation. 

Sinners, who are under the 
bondage of fia and Satan, muft, in 
their own view, and agreeable to 
what is real, be brought into great 
ftraits, out of which, neither they 
themfelves, nor any orlter creature 
can extricate them, in order tothe 
lluftrious difplay of the power and 
riches of fovereign grace in their 
falvation. 

God’s thoughts and ways are 
immeafurably above ours, as the 
heavens are above the earth. Pha- 
raoh confidered the cafe of Mofes 
and the Hfraelites as that of a loft 


| people, who in their bewildered 





ftate, had brought themfelves into 
that embarrafled firuation, which 
he determined to improve to their 
ruin. So would the God of Ifra- 
el have it, that he might take the 
wife in their own craftinefss See 
the context. 

With thefe circumftances and 
defigns in view, we proceed to 
fome remarks on the paflage of fa- 
cred hiftory before us. I would 
obferve, our fubjedt divides itfelé 


| into three parts. 
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. And Mofes [aid unto the peo- 
Pigs ye fot 5 flan: d fill, and fee 
the falvation of ‘the Lord, which he 
will fhew to you to-day. 

2. And the Lord faid unto Mo- 
ae ig cys crieft thou unte me ? 

Speak unto the children of If- 

oe that they go forward. How 
is this to be reconciled with the | 
firft order to ftand ftill ? 

Under the firft part of our fub- 
ject thus divided, it may be proper 
to remark, that there are two im- 
portant things intended. 

1. To quiet all heart-rifings a- 
gainit God and his government, 
and all the tumultuous paffions of 
unbelief, in times of trouble and 
darknefs. 

It is natural to fay to a child, 
when pafionate and tumultuous, 
ftop ; be ftill, May not God 
fpeak thus to his finful, unworthy 
ohaldece | 2? Surely, he may ; for 
his own honor and their good. 
Their fear was not filial, Godly 
fear ; had it been, they would not 
have condaéted as they did, and 
hiave jultificd themfelves in it ; nor 
would they have been commanded 
to ceafe from fear, and be till. 
How grofs are the abfurdities of 
ingratit ‘ude and unbelief ? Crying 
40 God in diftrefs is a reafonable 
duty, and moft precious privilege ; 
but crying to God, re eyes. 
againft him, and with a wicked 
bafenefs, quarreling w with his provi- 
dence, and j. aftifying ourfelves in 
it, is inconfiltent, and very finful. 


How often is this the cafe in the | 


time of trial with God’s own chil- 
dren, and always the cafe with the 
unfanétified, even under ftrong 
conyictions ? 


God by Mofes would have the 


people know, that they had no | 


great ftrugale but with themfelves 
Were they right with him, he 
would foon end the conteft— 
Therefore, 


the tumultuous fears of unbelief, 
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2. There is a ftanding ftill, 
when, having followed the Divine 
direction, we leave it all with God, 
willing that he fhould have all the 
glory, and in the way of duty, 
wait on him alone for his falvation. 

Asif Mofes fhould fay, “ the 
mountains fwell and are impafhble 
on the right hand, and onthe left ; 
the fea is on our front, and the 
chariots and armies of Egypt train- 
ed for Wary on our rear. What 
then? More is for us than again{t 
us. Py the Divine order we are 
here, and let us not rebel. It 
plainly appears that falvation is not, 
even 1a part in us, but wholly in 
Ifrael’s God. Now then quiet 


your murmurings a igain{t the blef- 
fed God. This is not your peace 
and fafety. Bring your mind and 
will entirely to the mind and will 
of Jehovah ; give over your whole 
falvation into his hand, be willing 


that he fhould accomplifh it in his 
own way, and for his own glory. 


rhus ftand ftill, for in this you 
have nothing to do, and watt for 
the falvation of the Lord; and 
fee how he will, this day, bring it 
' to pafs.”’ 
| Isnot this an illuftrious example 
' of te mporal jalvation, “familiarly 
inftructive in things fpiritual and 
eternal? Is not every fianer redu- 
ced to this in true converfion ? 
| Does not the church of the living 
| God thus come up, out of bondage, 
aT 
OImMmtui 


| leaning on her beloved ? 
| rebels, in true converfion, are chus 
| forced to a ftop——all their confi. 
| dences are taken away —fin revives, 
and they die, as to all vain helps, 
and they are ‘thut up to the faith. 
in a {piritual fenfe, they are brought 
| to Pihahiroth, to impaflible moun- 
. | tains on the right and lefi, the fea 
is before them, “aad dreadful armies 
| behind them, What fhall they 
do? What can they do? Shal! 
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they here ftand to difpute their 
Maker ? Set up their wills againft 
his will? Shall they attempt to 
run away from God, and turn 
back to Egypt, and die there ? 
Shall they leave the word of God, 
the gofpel of the only Saviour, for 



































reafon ? Vain projects all, and bro- 
ken reeds ! With refpeé& to all 
thefe, give them up ; hold thy 
peace, and be ftill, There is no 
going back, or forward, to the 
right or left but in God ; he, and 
he only, againft whom you have 
finned, is your help ; if this fails, 
all muft fail, and you forever fink. 
Stand at the foot of the crofs ; with 
a confenting heart fay, Jet the 
fovereign Lord alone be exalted ; 
let him, of whom, to whom, ard 
thro? whom are all things, have 
all the glory, and thou fhalt this 
day fee the falvation of the Lord, 

Il. And the Lord faid unto Mo- 


fes, wherefore crieft thou unto me! 
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peculiar exprefion, as [ humbly 























epee: conceive, wasto fatisfy his faith. 
; 4 “¢ T have heard and an‘wered thee, 
Aid wherefore doft thou, at this time, 
‘4 ry. a 
My hey cry any longertome.”” ‘Lhe Chal- 
ae Be dea paraphrafeis, * I have accept- 








ed thy prayer ; wherefore fhouldft 
thou prefs thy petition any further, 











this peculiar expreflion was to 
quicken his diligence to other ur- 
gent duties. “ Thou, under-cap- 
tain of my people, turn thy pray- 
er into aétion ; the prefent impor- 
tant bufinefs requires hafie. You 
muft now be at you pott, and re- 
ceive, and give orders from mie, 
as properly as if the victories and 
glories of the day depended on it.” 
Thus it pleafed the fovereign God 
of falvation ; and in his own way, 
will he be honored and glorified. 
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human projeéts, and the oracle of | 


nee LT ‘ , 

wi i Query, was God difpleafed with 
a at Mofes for praying ? I anfwer, by 
ak eg no means. The defign of this | 


when it ts already granted: s\gain, | 
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Prayer is a duty inexpreflibly pre. 
cious ; but it is not all our duty, 
nor if we truly praétife this, may 
we be excufed in the negle& of 
others. ‘Lhere is an uniformity in 
religion ; thro’ the whole Chriftian 
| journey, every duty is to be atten- 
ded agreeablé to the directions of 
God’s word, and the calls of his 
| Providence. Then fhall I not 
be afhamed, when I have refpec& 
to all thy commandments.” 
11. Speak unto the children of 
Ifrael, that they go forward. 
How is this to be reconciled 
withthe firft order to fland fill ? 
Had not the man of God, witha 
divine warrant, juft before faid to 
the people, fear not, fland fill and 
fee the falvation of God? Now the 
order is, fpeak to them that they go 
forward. How is it that we ftand 
{till, and yet go forward ? I would 
illuftrate this by a fimilitude. 
‘Thus when any light thing is borne 
up on the bofom of a river ; it has 
no feparate or contrary motion of 





its own, but is uniformly carried 
on bythe gentle current. So the 
perfon, who in heart and conduét is 
| refipned to God, having no fepa- 
rate intereft from his will and glo- 
| ty, having given over all its falva- 
| tion into his hand, and in the way 
of duty, taking all its direétions 
| from him, does, as to itfelf, rett, 
| and is {till ; yet moves forward in, 
| and with God, as the cork onthe 
flowing ftream. ‘ Thus, O Ifrael, 
be {til, as to all diftrufting, dif- 
tracting fears ; all vain confidence, 
quarreling with God. In cheer- 
ful obedience to all his will, go 
| forward, giving up thy falvation 
into his hand, and wait the ifue 
in their deliverance, and the def- 
truction of thine enemies. 

he work of falvation in refpect 
to purchafe is done without our 
help. All human merit is exclu- 
| ded ; in this we have no past. 
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This is not inconfiftent with the 
moft vigorous exertions til! we ar- 
rive at the heavenly reft. We are 
to pray for the peace of Jerufalem, 
and endeavor to advance it. If 
the Lord fay, go forward, and 
lift up thy hand over the waters, 
do allhe commands ; yet remem- 
ber, the effect is all of divine pow- 
erand grace, as truly, as when 
the fea divided to the rod of Mo- 
fes, {tretched overit. ‘The means 
are of divine appointment ; to fuc- 
ceed them is all of God. In 
times of darknefs and trouble be 
calm and fubmiffive ; in patience 
poffefs your fouls. Make the mu- 
nition of rocks your ftrength ; 
bring all, fubmit all to God, and 
wait for him. He that bringeth 
his people into trouble, will bring 
them out, and be honored in their 
falvation ; and on all the glory cre- 
ate a defence. 

Through difmal ftraits and {welling 

feas, 
With Egypt in the rear, 


Our glorious captain leads our way, 
And bids us ceafe to fear. 


‘Thou fearful faint, frefh courage take ; 

The clouds you fo much dread, 

Are big with mercy, and fhall break 

In bleflings on thy head. 
MARCUS. 





An account of a work of divine 
crace in a revival of religion in 
Durham fettlement, town of 
Freehold, county of Greene, flate 
of New-York, communicated to 
the Editors by the Rev. Feffe 
Townfend, paflor of the church 
in that place. 


Mess’rs Epitors, 

YO aid the workin which you 
are engaged, and to furnifh to the 
friends ot Zion, a faithful account 
of the work of divine grace we 
have experienced in this town, I 
herewith fend you a ftatement of 
what God has recently done for us. 
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ARLY in the autumn of 
1799, a work of divine 

grace began in this fettlement. A 
{pirit of prayer appeared firft to be 
given. Thofe ftirred up to pray- 
er, foon felt difpofed to affociate 
for this {pecial duty, and began to 
{peak with freedom to one another 
concerning the intere{ts of Chrift’s 
kingdom. Conference meetings 
were fet up, and pretty fteadily at- 
tended, by a {mall number from 
the fall of 1799 till the {pring of 
1800. In this time, confiderable 
doctrinal knowledoe was gained, 
though in other refpeéts, to human 
view, the work progreffed very 
flowly. In this time, however, 
fome I believe were earneftly 
wreftling with God in prayer for 
Zion’s profperity. Like Jacob 
they wreftled and like Ifrael pre- 
vailed. The good news which a- 
bout this time reached us from di- 
vers parts of our land, was as the 
found of a going in the top of the 
mulberry trees, and encreafed the 
animation of Zion’s friends. A fpi- 
rit of prayer was revived, and the 
church began to awake from the 
duft and fing. In June 1800, 
having been for a few days provi- 
dentially abfent from my people, I 
found on my return home, that a- 
bout twenty male members of the 
church had agreed to meet together 
on the very day of my return, for 
fpecial prayer to God for the out 
pouring of his {pirit in the revival 
of religion among us. I returned. 
home juft feafonably enough to at- 
tend; and a moft folemn meet- 
ing we had. All feemed fen- 
fible of great remifinefs in duty. 
The church began to hear the 
voice of her beloved knocking, 
and could then fay, “ My beloved 
put in his hand by the hole of the 
door and my bowels were moved 
for him.” Our conference meet- 
ings had, for a few weeks previous 
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tothis, been omitted. But nowa 
brighter dawn advanced, four young 
perfons appeared under convic- 
tion, and we earneflly hoped that 
foon the fun of righteoufnefs in all 
his glory would rife on us with 
healing in his wings. The church 
had feveral meetings for fpecial 
prayer, and we trult their prayers 
were heard. A general feriouf- 
nefs on the face of the congrega- 
tion began now to appear, and 
people more than ever to attend 
ptnctually to public worthip. Great 
folemnity now prevailed, and the 
enquiry, what fhall I do to be 
faved ? began to be a matter of 
perfonal concern. In the mean 
time, fome were hopefully convert- 
ed, who were made ufe of as in- 
ftruments of great good to others. 
They could fay to their fellow 
finncrs, as the woman of Samaria 
once did to the men of the city ; 
“Come fee a man that told me all 
things that ever 1 did. Is not 
this the Chrift ?’’ Our conferen- 
ces now began to be crouded, and 
a much greater freedom in religi- 
ous converfation obtained. Im- 
portant religious fubjeéts were in- 
troduced and freely difcufled—a- 
mong which were the following : 
the nature of the divine law, its 
extent, purity, and {pirituality ;— 
human depravity ; moral impo- 
tency and its criminality ; the 
nature and neceffity of fpecial 
grace in regeneration ; the impor- 
tance of daily prayer; of fully 
fearching the holy {criptures, and 
of heart examination ; the duty of 
immediately loving God with all 
the heart, and the criminality of 
negleéting thus to do; the nature 
and criminality of felfifhnets; the 
nature and happy tendency of be- 
nevolence or difintereficd affec- 
tion; the fovereignty and riches 
of divine grace ; that all who are 
faved, are faved as poor miferable 
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in New-Durham. 
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finners, through the rightcoufhefs 
of Chrift, and that all who are con- 
demned and perifh, fuffer the jut 
demerit of their fins, from the 
hand of a righteous fovereign. 
Thefe, with other things, calcula- 
ted to perfuade men to accept of 
Chrift on the terms of the pofpel, 
and to fearch and try the profef- 
for, and to deteé& the hypocrite, 
and pive comfort to the believer, 
have been again and again brought 
into view in our conferences. 

In the courfe of the laft fummer 
and autumn, the out pouring of 
God’s fpirit was very fpecial in 
this fettlement. Since the awak- 
ening firft began, fifty-fix new 
members have been added to the 
church ; twenty-nine of whom 
were admitted on Lord’s day, 2d 
of Auguft laft ; when it was jude- 
ed that our aflembly of people met 
for religious worfhip was about 
eight or nine hundred ; this was 
a day of great rejoicing with Zi- 
on’s friends. About eighty have 
given hopeful evidence of having 
experienced a faving change fince 
the awakening firft began, all of 
whom appear to come very fully 
into a belief of the doétrines o: 
grace. Of thefe, fome may be 
ftoney-ground-hearers, as yct how- 
ever, they hold out well, though 
fome, who negle& to profefs Chriit 
before men, appear not to have fo 
favorable an opinion of themfelves 
as their Chriftian friends have of 
them ; but it is to be hoped, they 
will at laft be found among the 
number of Chrift’s true followers. 

God has had mercy on whom 
he would have mercy, and per- 
fons from between fifty and fixty 
years old, down to the age of a- 
bout fifteen, have been made the 
hopeful fubjeéts of this great work. 
God has moft mercifully preferv- 
ed us from all appearances of en- 
thufiafm. ‘Though the word has 
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been like the hammer and the fire 
to break in pieces the rock, yet the 
work has not been with noife and 
tumult. ‘I'he new converts appear 
to ground their hopes of a change 
of heart on the fenfible evidence 
they have within themfelves, that 
they have a new talte, a relith for 
holinefs, and a reconciliation to 
the gofpel method of falvation in 
and through Jefus Chrift. At 
prefent our conference meetings 
continue ; but our number of at- 
tendants is much f{maller than it 
has been. We hope, however, 
there are fome who are yet ear- 
nef{tly enquiring what they fhall 
do to be faved. What has taken 
place among us, is we truft, the 
Lord’s doings and it is wonderful 
in our eyes. The Lord is in this 
way, lifting up a ftandard againft 
the enemy who is coming into our 
land like a flood. Leet the chil- 
dren of Zion be joyful in their 
King, and in him put their truft. 

I remain, Gentlemen, with ef- 
teem, your brother in the beft 
bonds, 

Jesse Townsenp. 
April 12, 1802. 


For tHE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


near the clofe of life. 


HE fubje&t of the following | 


| cover of his prefent illnefs or to 


account was a young man 
of about 24 years of age. Until 
about eight weeks before his death 
he lived in a great meafure thought- 


concerns of the foul. About the 
beginning of March, 1801, he 
was fuddenly taken with inward 
bleeding, which 
remedy, brought on a rapid de- 
cline, and in a few weeks finifhed 
his days. 

In his owa apprehention, his 
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refiited every | 
' flood of tears which quite over- 
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dangerous diforder found him 
wholly unprepared for the folemn 
{cene, to which, it finally brought 
him. He was, therefore, much 
alarmed, and corftrained to cry to 
God for mercy. After the firft 
attack of his diforder, alternate 


| hepes and fears were entertained 
| refpecting his recovery, and the 


agitation of his mind, in fome 
meafure, abated, and gave him 


| Opportunity, for deliberate reflec. 


tion and enquiry. At firft, and 
through the courfe of his ficknefs, 
until his hopeful change a few days 
before his death, he was rather re- 


| ferved in fpeaking on his religious 


{tate and profpeéts. Still, howev- 
er, he fully intimated his with to 
hear and be inftruéted, and to en- 
joy the prayers of Chriftian friends. 
By words and other figns he gave 
the moft unequivocal proof, that, 
from the beginning of his ficknefs, 


_ he was wounded, not only in body, 


but in /pirit—that his foul was 


| exercifed with fear, anxiety and 


diftrefs. 


Moft commonly when 


| hearing difcourfe on the nature and 
importance of relision, tho’ his 
' tongue was filent, tears could be 
‘perceived freely flowing from his 


eyes. At atime in the early part 
of his ficknefs, (on a day when 


_ his f{ymptoms were more favorable, 


po . _ 
i er fi ° ° 
A narrative of a hopeful converfon _ and fome hopes of his life were en- 


tertained) as it was cbferved to 


him, that whether he were to re- 


die, it made little difference as to 


| the importance of attending to the 
' concerns of his foul, that it be- 
lefs of God, and infenfible to the | 
'to make it kis higheft concern to 
'be prepared to die, he replied 


came him in his prefent fituation 


. - a hl . 
with creat earneftnefs, “ ‘That 1s 
all I care for,’? and burft into a 


came him. He fully intimated 
that he was more concerned for 


Until 


his foul than for his body. 
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his hopeful, happy alteration, tho’ 
frequently enquired of, he but 
once exprefled any hope that he 
was prepared for a better world. 
One day, when interrogated as to 


his profpects, he faid, “ I have | 


fome hope ;”’ but the following 
day, it had all vanifhed, and he 
{till felt, that he was without hope 
and without God in the world. 
When afked from cay to day, if 
any thing new and comforting ap- 
peared to his mind, he continually 
replied, “ No.” When directed 
to pray, believe in Chrift, trult in 
God and the like, he ufed to re- 
ply, “* My heart works again{t me. 
My heart is againft God. My 
prayers are abomination in the 
fight of God. I have no reft.” 
Until the Lord, as we hope, put 
anew fong in his mouth, one or 
two of thefe fhort, but fignificant 
expreflions was the moft he would 
fay at an interview. 

On Monday, a weck before his 


death, when he was expected to | 


continue but a few days, after en- 
quiries refpeéting the {tate of his 
body, he was afked as ufual, if he 
could fay any thing more favorable 
than heretofore asto the flate and 


profpeas of his foul; he anfwered | 
with a voice and countenance ex- | 


preflive of deep anxiety and diltrefs. 
“© [ wif I could.” He was then 


teld that he was in the hands of a | 
juft and merciful God, who could | 
do him no injuftice if he Jeft him | 


to perifh, and who would have 


mercy on him or not, as fcemed | 


good in his fight. Hewas now, 
indeed, to a ferious mind an affeat- 
ing {pe&acle, an immortal foul dai- 
ly expecting to meet his God and 
receive his fentence for cternity 
and yet without a hope of any 
preparation ! 

But the time of his hopeful deliv- 
erance was drawing near, when his 
prifon coors were to be opened 
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and his captive foul enlarged. The 
next day, on Tuefday, towards 
night, he called his mother to his 
bed-fide, and told her to this effeé, 
—that he now felt willing to die ; 
that he had been thinking of the 
goodnefs of God to him all his 
days, and it appeared moft won- 
derful and glorious, as it never 
appeared before, ftrongly and re- 
peatedly exprefling his admiration 
and love. At the fame time, in 
connection with this view of the 
goodnefs of God, he expreffed a 
{trong and lively fenfe of his own 
ingratitude, abufe of divine mercy 
and exceeding finfulnefs. “I won- 
der, (faid he) that God hath fpar- 
ed me fo long in the world—that 
he hath not long before now cut 
me down in my fins and fent me 


























to everlafting mifery.”” From this 
timcuntil his death, on the follow- 
ing Monday, he appeared, when 
in the exercife of reafon, fo far 
as can be judged from his conver- 
fation and deportment, almoft con- 
{tantly to enjoy clear views, and a 
lively fenfe of the beauty, glory, 
and lovelinefs of the divine char- 
aéter, and efpecially as it fhines in 
the face of Chrift. ‘ Oh the 
beauty, the lovelinefs of God—the 
fweetnefs, the glory of Chrift,” 
| was his continual exclamation. 

In confequence of this apparent- 
ly happy alteration in his views and 
| feelings, he was not barely refign- 
_edto death, but moft of the time 
| ardently defirous to die. Tho’ at 
times, in view of fome particular 
very defirable objeét, he would 
fay he was willing or defirous to 
live, yet in general, and always 
when direétly contemplating the 
elory of his God and Redeemer, 
he chofe and earneftly defired to 
depart. On Wednefday morning, 
the day following his change, he 
faid to a vifitor almoft as foon as 
‘he fpake with him, “I am wile 
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ling to go any minute when God is 
pleafed to call for me. If my 
heart do not deceive me, I am rea- 
dy when God is ready. I ‘hall 
die in peace.”” (Jf my heart do not 
deceive me, was an expreflion which 
he very frequently intermingled with 
his {trongprofeflions.) It was ob- 
ferved to him on his exprefling ve- 
ry ardent defires to die, that he 
mu(t patiently wait God’s time. 
He anfwered, ‘I am willing God 
fhould do with me juft as he pleaf- 
es. If he were to put it to me to 
choofe for myfelf, I would put it 
back again to him.” He fpake 
repeatedly and almoft continually 
of his fatisfaétion and contentment 
with the will of God. Whenen- 
quired of by his friends, who cal- 
led to vifit him, how he was, he 
very often replied, “ I am well— 
well off.” During his fevereft dif- 
trefles, which were frequent, he 
would continually fay, “It is right, 
allis right. WhateverGod does 
is right. Iam contented with the 
will of God. I would have eve- 
ry thing jult as he would have it.” 
On Wednefday as he had been 
{trongly exprefling his fenfe of the 
lovelinefs and glory’ of God and 
Chrift, he was afked, if fin ap- 
peared evil and hateful, he replied 
to this effect, * I abhor myfelf and 
repent in duft and afhes. I hate 
all fin. I cannot bear any fin.”’ 
Being afked if it now appeared 
that it would be right and juft in 
God to caft off fuch a finner and 
punith him forever ? He anfwered, 
“ Tt would be perfectly right. I 
fhould not have a word to fay.” 
Previous tothis, during his ficknefs, 
when the fame queftion had been 
repeatedly afked him, he could 
not anfwer it in the affirmative. 
He could not fubmit to the juftice 
of God in punifhing finners forev- 
er, and efpecially as it applied to 
himfclf. But now he fay and fub- 

Vou. II. No.: 12. 
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mitted to it with all freedom and 
fulnefs, and repeatedly expreffed 
the fame feelings in the ftrongeft 
terms. On Fridayabout 11 0’clock 
he was feized with convulfions in 
which both he and his friends ex- 
pected he would die. At this 
time he appeared to be perfeétly ra- 
tional and clear in his views and 
hopes. As the writer of this ac- 
count went into the room and 
{poke to him, he faid, “ I am go- 
ing; I am going to Chrift. Oh 
the beauty, the glory of Chrift ! 
I long to be with him. Behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh a- 
way the fin of the world !” After 
coughing feverely, as he perceived 
one of his convulfed turns coming 
on, in which he expected to expire, 
he called for the family to come to 
the bedfide and bade them all fare- 
well, faying, “I am going—L 
fhall foon be in heaven.” As he 
recovered of this and fimilar turns, 
he would fay, * I hoped that would 
have been my laftturn. I hoped 
I fhould have gone then.” Once 
he faid, ** welcome death, O, how 
I long for thee *” At another 
time, “ O death where is thy {ting ! 
O, grave, where is thy victory !” 
From time to time he faid, “ I 
long to die that I may fee God— 
that I may fee the lovely Jefus. 
I long to be in heaven with the an- 
gels praifing God and the Lamb.’” 
As exprefling his defire to die, at 
a certain time, he was afked why 
he felt fuch defires ? He anfwered, 
“‘ That I may glorify God perfedlly. 
I have been finning againft him all 
my days, and now I longto be in 
heaven that I may glorify him for- 
ever.” Atanother time he faid, 
«© When I look backward on my 
palt life, it looks dreadful, but 
when I look forward, Oh how 
glorious ! I long to be in heaven 
with the angels praifing God and 
the Lamb.”’ He greatly abound- 
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‘ed in fentiments and expreffions 


like thofe now related. In his 
views and exercifes towards God 
and all fpiritual objects, old things 
feemed to be pafled away and all 
things become new. Nor was he 
lefs altered in his feelings towards 
his felow men. He expreffed re- 
peatedly a moft ardent love to 
their fouls, and fervent defires for 
theirfalvation. Headdreffedthofe 
who came to fee him with much 
propriety and folemnity. To a 
number prefent at atime when he 
was fuppofed to be dying he faid, 
** Come fee me die! You muft all 
follow me. See what youare all 
coming to!”” To one of his filters, 
who was out of health, fitting on 
his bedfide tenderly weeping, he 
faid, “ Donot weep fo. Do not 
weep forme. You will kill your- 
felf with weeping. Go, and get 
ready to die. Sce that you be 
prepared to die. Remember what 
I fay.” Atthe fame time cafting 
his eye on a number of young per- 
fons in the room, he fays, “ I ad- 
wife you all to prepare yourfelves 
to die. Call upon God to have 
mercy on you.” He repeatedly 


‘him, but to wecp for themfelves 
and prepare to follow him to a 
better world. He frequently ex- 
prefled earncft defircs and prayers 
for the falvation of the people 
where he lived, and efpecially for 
the young, and particularized fome 
of his former companions. Soon 
after his hopeful change he faid, 
4‘ ] long-that the young people of 
this placé might have their cyes o- 
pened. I know not but I long for 
their falvation as much as I do for 
my own.” He ufed at all times 
when this objet was in view, to 
exprefs defires that he might live, 
at leaft for a feafon, to ufe his en- 
deavors with his connections and 
acquaintances, toperfuade them to 
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accept of Chrift; and to love and 
ferve God. “If ever I fhould 
get well” (he faid) “ I would 
talk to my friends. I want they 
fhould love Jefus.” Among oth- 
er objects which occafionly drew 
from him defires of living, one 
was, that he might be ufeful to his 
mother who was a widow and had 
peculiar dependence on him for 
aid and fupport. He faid at acer- 
tain time cafting his eye on his 
mother, “I have but one defire 
to live; that ts, for my mother. 
But my brother will take care of 
her. Aslongas he lives, the will 
want for nothing !”? He wasalfo, 
at times defirous of living that he 
might have opportunity to own 
Chrift before men, and join with 
his people in commemorating his 
dying love at the facramental table. 
From the time of his hopeful 
change, he felt himfelf and appear- 
ed to others tobe a mew creature, 
and inanew world. He feemed 
to realize that he was fnatched as 
a brand from the devouring flames. 
“ Had I died a week ago” (he 
faid} “I fhould now have been in 
He was abundant in af- 
cribing the change he had experi- 
enced to the power and grace of 
God. ‘The morning of the day 
in which he died, on Monday, as 
he was exprefling his fenfe of the 
evil of fin, and that it would be 
juft and right in God to caft him 
of forever, it was obferved to him 
that a little time before, he was 
not willing to exprefs himfelf in 
that manner, he replied, “ True ; 
but I am now a very different per- 
fon from what I was then.” And 
who has made you to differ? (he 
was afked.) He anfwered with 
emphafis, “ Who made the werld ?” 
After this he faid little more that 
was rational and intelligible, and in 
the after part of the day expired : 
and as we haye reafon to hope paf- 
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fed another change greater and 
more glorious than the _firft. 
‘* Bleffed are the dead who die in 
the Lord.” 





/Obfervations on the revival of reli- 
gion in Kentucky. 

HE religious intelligence 

from the ftate of Kentucky 

has confiderably occupied public 

attention. Concerning it, differ- 

ent fentiments are entertained and 

various obfervations made. All this 

from the nature and circumftances 

of the worky might naturally be 
expected. 

Verbal intelligence, which is 
too often incorreét, is not the on- 
ly means, by which, we are ac- 
quainted with the remarkable work, 
which is going on in that ftate. I 
have read feveral letters written by 
eye witnefles, befide thofe publith- 
ed in the magazine. They all 
correfpond concerning the revival ; 
efpecially, with refpeét to thofe 
appearances, which diftingui‘th it 
from others. 

Multitudes meet and continue 
Jong together for religious worfhip ; 
particularly on communion days. 
This may be accounted for, from 
the practice of the Prefbyterian 
focieties, among which the awake- 
ning has more generally prevailed. 
It has been, and now is, a com- 
mon practice of the Prefbyterian 
churches to have religious worfhip 
both preceding and following the 
communion day ; and alfo for fo- 
cicties to vifiteach other on thofe 
occafions. 

But the circumftance of perfons 
falling down under religious im- 
prefions, which has been com- 
mon in the revival in Kentucky, is 
fingular and f{trange. 

On this, which has led many to 
fufpe@ the genuinenefs of the 
work, I defign to make fome ob- 
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The falling down of perfons ung. 
der religious exercifes, however 

unufual and remarkable, is not, it 

is thought, a fufficient argument to 

prove it a work of error and: de- 

lufion This may appear by the 

following obfervations taken in 

their connection. 

1. It is plain from common ob- 
fervation, that an intimate con- 
nection fubfifts between fouf and 
body. They mutually affe@ each 
other. No fooner are impreflions 
made on the bodily fenfes, than 
correfpondent fenfations and ideas 
exift in the mind. And in like 
manner ; when thé emotions 
and paflions of the mind are exci- 
ted, correfpendent effects of body 
are often produced. How fenfi- 
bly is the body often agitated by 
the fudden paflions of joy, anger, 
and fear ? Thefe are daily obferv- 
able in children ; and not, uncom- 
monly, in thofe of riper years. 
By great joy or fudden frights per- 
fons are fometimes overcome, di- 
velted of ftrength, and fall to the 
ground. 

2. The objeés, which occafion 
religious impreflions are va{tly more 
important, interefting, and fub- 
lime in their nature, than any oth- 
ers imaginable! What objects con- 
ceivable are, fo eminently calcula- 
ted to excite the feelings and agi- 
tate the power of the foul as thofe 
of eternity—Heaven and heil— 
the perfections of God—the purity 
of his law—and an heart of enmity 
in oppofition and confequent ex- 
pofednefs to the everlafting wrath 
of the Almighty ! Thefe, furely, 
furpafs all others in roufing the 
pafliohs of the foul. 

3. God is able to bring thofe 
objects into the view of the mind, 
in a moft clear and fudden manner. 
For he is not limited in the cir- 
cumftances of manifefting truth to 
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hell to the finner, and heaven to 
the faint, in a more gradual or 
fudden manner ; in more faint or 
lively colours, as feemeth him 
good. For his thoughts are not 
our thoughts ; neither are his 
ways our ways. Great effects on 
the countenance and body would 
no doubt follow fuch fublime and 
fudden difcoveries of divine things 
as God is able to make. 

4. God has not, precifely, re- 
vealed all the circumftances attend- 
ant upon the manifeftation of his 
truth. The fpirit is promifed to 
convince of fin, righteoufnefs, and 
judgment ; and to create a new 
heart and renew a right Spirit. 
But, as to the various circumftan- 
ces, degrees of operation, and im- 
mediate vifible effects he has not 
informed us. Therefore, in fur- 
veying the holy f{criptures, we are 
totally unable to meafure the ter- 
rors of the law, which the finner 
may feel ; or the glory of the pof- 
pel, which the faint may behold. 
The f{criptures do not determine, 
whether religious impreffions fhall 
be gradual or fudden ; fmall or 
great; faintorclear. Neither do 
they defignate the immediate ef- 
feéts ; whether they ‘hall be at- 
tended with fober folemnity or 
flowing tears, ftill contemplation or 
audibie outcries, fadnefs of counte- 
nance, tremblirg of body, or fall- 
ing to the ground. 

5- The fovereignty of God is 
abundantly manife(t in the marvel- 
ous work of grace. And, parti- 
cularly, in the diverfity of their 
exercifes and operations, in whom 
the fame fpirit is produced. A 
careful attention to the various re- 
Jigious experiences of Chriftians 
will corroborate the remark. 

Although all the real friends of 
God are brought, in degree, to a 
fenfe and love of the fame gofpel 
truths; yet there is almoft an in- 
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calculable variety refpecting the 
meafure of conviction, fuddennefs 
of operation, clearnefs of difcovery, 
and the immediate effects produced 
on the countenance or body. 

This is confirmed by common 
obfervation ; and to the truth of 
it, the facred {criptures bear telti- 
mony, in the various relations they 
afford us of Chriftian experience. 
In furveying them, we find many, 
who embraced the truth by fober 
confideration, until the day ftar of 
the gofpel arofe in their hearts. 
But fome, the hearers of Peter, by 
a fingle fermon, were cet to the 
heart, and fuddenly cried out, men 
and brethren what fhall we do? 
and believed immediately. The 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia 
to attend to the things fpokea by 
Paul, until the believed in Chrift. 
But, when the woman of Samaria 
had found the Meffias, the imme- 
diately left her water pot, and 
haftened to the city, and proclaim: 
ed him. Felix trembled at the 
reafoning of Paul, upon righteoul- 
nefs, temperance and judgment to 
come. But Pav], himfclf, in his 
perfecuting journey to Damafcus, 
was inftantly {truck to the ground 
by divise light and truth, and cri- 
ed out, Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do? 

Once more : Chrift endured the 
penalty of the law in the finner’s 
{tead. He drank the cup of divine 
wrath, when he expired on the 
crofs. Of which awful fcene, he 
had a previous view, while he wes 
inthe garden. And what wasthe 
effe& on his body ? Weare told, 
he was in an agony and {weat, as 
it were, great drops of blood fall- 
ing to the ground ! 

In review of the above remarks 
taken in their connection, what 
thal! we fay of the fingularity ap- 
parent in the revival at Kentucky ? 
Beating in mind the mutual indu- 
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ence of the body and mind, will it 
be deemed inconfiltent with the 
nature of things, to fuppofe, that 
the paflions of the mind may be fo 
powerfully excited, as to occafion 
all thofe appearances which diftin- 
guifh and charatterife the fuppo- 
fed work of religion in Kentucky ? 
May not God, in perteé& confitt- 
ency with his word and fovereign 
pleafure, overcome the bodies of 
men, by the clear and fudden ma- 
nifeftation of truth to their minds ? 
A hardened Felix trembled, and 
a perfecuting Paul fell and cried 
out, by the application of divine 
truth and a fudden view of eternal 
realities ! and may not fimilar 
caufes produce fimilar effects at the 
prefent day ? Who hath been the 
counfellor of God ? Who can fet 
bounds to the operations of his ho- 
fy fpirit ? And fay hitherto fhalt 
thou come and no farther ! 

But, notwithftandiug what has 
been obferved, it is, doubtlefs, un- 
wife haltily to decide, either in fa- 
vor or againft the awakening, at 
Kentucky, merely from the pecu- 
Jiarities of it. Other attendart 
circumftances, which indicate the 
genuinenefs of the work, are lefs 
fallible criterionsof decifion. And 
the fubfequent fruits, which may in 
future appear in the life and con- 
verfation of the fubje&s, we hum- 
bly hope, will give abundant occa- 
fion to rejoice in the victory of di- 
vine grace. 

To conclude : Let the enemies 
of this remarkable work, wait and 
be cautious. And, inftead of 
venting their oppofition, by calling 
it the work of Satan, or the Ken- 
tucky enthufiafm, be exhorted to 
take the advice of Gamalicl: re- 
frain ; for if this work be of men, 
it will come to naught ; but if it 
be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
le(t haply, you be found to fight e- 
yen again{t God ! 


Letter to the Miffionary Society. 





477 
Letter to the Truftees of the Mifion- 
ary Society of Conne@icut. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I SINCERELY rejoice in the 

eftablifhment and reputation of 
Connecticut Mifhonary Society : 
I fully believe it has been inftru- 
mental of promoting that kingdom 
which is not of this world. ‘The 
members receiving no compenfa- 
tion for their fervices manifefts a 
fpirit truly difinterefted, and gives 
great confiltency to the charitable 
eftablifiment. 

Being highly pleafed with the 
mifhonary objeé, and with what I 
hear in relation to the fuccefs of 
thofe who have been, and are en- 
gaged in the benevolent bufinefs ; 
and withing to do fomething to en- 
courage the continuance and the 
increafe of exertion for the {piritu- 
al good of my fellow men, I 
tranfmit to you, by the bearer of 
this, one hundred dollars, which I 
beg you to receive as a facrifice to 
the Lord—Upon the ground that 
exifting emergency can be fuffici- 
ently attended to. I am pleafed 
with the idea of funding property 
the intereft of which only to be ap- 
propriated for the propagation of 
the gofpcl ; but being apprehen- 
five that the prefent call for mifhi- 
onary fervice is very great, it is my 
choice that what I fend you be 
put to immediate ufe, and I enter- 
tain no doubt but you will gratify 
my wifhes. 

The well authentteated inform. 
ation of happy revivals of religion 
in many parts of the new countries, 
is, gentlemen, truly animating.— 
“ This is the Lord’s doing—it is 
marvellous in oureyes.”” MayGod 
continue to litt up his ftandard a- 
gainft infidclity and irreligion, may 
he infpire all his friends with en- 
creafing ardor in his glorious caufe, 
may he give unto thofe who are 
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478 Duecflions—Ordination— Poetry. 
called to difpeafe the unfearchable | 


riches of Chrift, a double portion 
of his fpirit ; and may he from 
time to time raife up benefactors 
through whofe liberality the inter- 
eft of Zion in our infant fettle- 
ments, and among the heathen may 
be greatly promoted.—I am gen- 
tlemen refpectfully yours, 
CHENANIAH. 
May gth, 1802. 





QUESTIONS. 


Mess’rs. Epirors, 
CONSTANT reader of 
your excellent Magazine, 

wifhes that fome friendto miffions 
would give us histhoughts on Mark 
xvi. 15. “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gofpel to 
every creature.” Does not this 
command now extend, in a fenfe, 
to all Chriftians ? And what muft 
they do, to comply with it? 


Mess’rs. Epitors, 

OBSERVING in your Mag- 
azine explanations of hooud dif- 
ficult paffages of {cripture which 
are highly gratifying to me, I take 
the liberty te requeft through the 
fame medium, an explanation of 
Hebrews, vit. 1—3. 


~ © 





ORDINATION. 


On the sth day of May laft, 
the Rev. Afa King was ordained 
paftor of the firft Church of Chrift, 
in Pomafret in the room of the Rev. 
Aaron Putnam, difmified. The 
public exercifes commenced at half 
after 11 o’clock A. M. and were 

rformed as follows. The Rey. 
Eliphalet Lyman made the intro- 
dudiory prayer. ‘The Rev. Mo- 
fes C. Welch preached from Aéts, 
viii. 5- The Rev. Elifoa Atkins 
madethe confecrating prayer. ‘The 


Rev. Fofah Whitary gave the 









fluxes 


charge. The Rev. Walter Lvon 
gave the right hand of fellowhhip. 
And the Rev. Fohn Sherman made 
the concluding prayer, 





A verfification of the 18th chapter of the 
Sirf book of King:. 
EHOVAH’S awful voice the filence 
broke, 
And thus his meffage to Elijah {poke : 
Go thew thyfelf to Ifrael’s king again, 
And on the carth I'll fend a mighty 
rain. 
The prophet went, nor fear'd the 
tyrant’s hate, 
He met him walking near the city 
te. 
The king had left the famith’d courtly 
halls, 
To feck for grafs for beafts ‘of royal 
ftalls. 
For three long years, the brazen heav- 
ens diftil, 
No dew nor rain, fuch was Jehovah's 
will ! 
For Jezebel’s and Ahab’s wicked deeds, 
From righteous heaven this judgment 
juft proceeds. 
The trees all wither through the 
land, and round, 
No vegetation clothes the parched 
ground ; 
The pool, the {pring, the brook no lon- 
ger flows, 
And the broad rivers their deep beds 
difclofe : 
Famine and peftilence attendant ftand, 
And wave deftruStion round the guilty 
land : 
Cnce fruitful Ifracl, now a barren heath, 
Is fill’d throughout with monuments oi 
death. 
When Ahab faw the prophet’s rev- 
erend head, 
“ Art thou the troubler of our land!” 
he faid. 
The fcer replied, “ thy land I trouble 
not, 
“ But thy own crimes thele mighty 
woes have brought ; 
“ Go, therefore, fend thy heralds rounc 
the coafts, 
“ And at Mount Carmel gather Ifra- 
el’s hofts: 
“ Let the whole race of idol prophets 
hear, 


“ And with the people at the Movnt 
appear.” 
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The king obey’d, and through all H- 
rael’s land, 
The heralds bear their monarch’s dread 
command. 
The people and the idol prophets all, 
Attend obedient to their monarch’s call. 
Elijah then addreff'd the affembled 
throng, 
And mighty infpiration mov'd his 
tengue. 
“ How long, ye halting fons of Hrael’s 
name 
“ Shall two opinions ftill expofe your 
fhame ? 
“ If the Almighty is your chofen God, 
“ Obey his word, and tremble at his 
rod ; 
“ But if this heathen Baal you adore, 
“ Serve him alone, and ferve the Lord 
no mere.” 
Abafh’d with confcious guilt, the 
people ftood, 
And numerous thoufands anfwered not 
a word. 
Again the prophet fpeaks, the people 
hear, 
With mute attention liftens every ear. 
“ I fingly ftand, a propket of the Lord, 
“ Alone efcap’d the queen’s deftroying 
fword. 
* The idol prophets here before us ftand, 
“ By hundreds gather’d from all Ifra- 
el’s land : 
* Let two unblemifh’d bulls for facri- 
fice, 
“ Be here produc’d before the people’s 
eyes ; 
“ Let them take one, and as their 
rites require, 
“ An altar raife, for facrifice prepare, 
* Call on their God to anfwer them 
by fire : 
“ T alfo, who proclaim Jchovah’s word, 
“ With ftones will raife an altar to the 
Lerd, 
“The other builock for the offering 
flay, 
“ The wood prepare, the fleth in order 
lay, 
“ As sg ee and holy rites require, 
“ And call on God to anfwer me by 
fire. : 
“ Fhat God whofe offering burns with 
heavenly blaze, 
“ Shall be the God to ferve, adore and 
praife.” 
To this dread trial, anxious for the 
event, 
The waiting multitude proclaims affent. 
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The idol prophets then without 
delay, 
Their altars raife, the appointed bul- 
lock flay, 
The — prepare, the fieth in order 
ay; 
Then to their fenfelefs Idol raife their 
cries 
For kindling flamesto burn their facrifice. 
At noon Elijah mocked their fruit- 
lefs prayer, 
And thus addrefs’d them with farcaftic 
air: 
“Call louder, louder ftill, your God 
perchance, 
“ Is journeying, talking, er in fleep en- 
tranced.” 
Their cries increafe, they fhriek in ac- 
cent wild, 
Their fleth they cut, with blood they 
are defiled, 
"Fill near the time for evening facrifice, 
Invoke their Idol God with unavailing 
cries. 
Then near the people great Elijah 
ftood, 
And there repaired the altar of the Lord. 
He took twelve ftones, the number of 
the tribes, 
Asantient rites and Mofes’ law pre- 
{cribes ; 
The bullock for the offering then he 
flays, 
The wood prepares, the flefh in order 
lays, 
Then round-the altar digs a trench pro- 
found, 
The offering wets, and fills the trench 
around, 
The Prophet then to Heaven ad- 
drefs’d his prayer, 
With faith not doubting, yet with con- 
trite air ; 
“ God of our fathers, ict it now be 
known 
“ That thou the Lord our God art God 
alone ; 
“ That I thy prophet, who before thee 
ftand, 
“ Fave done thefe things atthy fupreme 
command ; 
“ Hear me, O' God, and }et this peo- 
ple fee, ; 
“ Andturn their ftubborn hearts again 
to thee.” 
The Prophet ceaf’d, when their af- 
tonifh’d eyes 
See Heavenly flames confume the fac- 
rifice, 
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The wood, the ftones, and dry the 
moiften’d ground, 
And lick the water from the trench a- 


round, 
The people bow’d themfelves with one 
accerd, {Lord 


And folemnly engag’d to ferve the 
Again the Prophet fpoke, and at his 
word, 

The hoft obey the fervant of the Lord: 
** fake all thefe Prophets, this decciv- 
ing band, 

“ Who bring down judgments on your 
guilty land. 
“ Letnoneefcape.” 
ets took, 
Elijah led them downto Kifhon’sbrook, 
And flew them there, while their pol- 
luted blood 

Condenf’d the ftream,and crimfon’d al] 
the flood. 

The prophet then the people left be- 
hind, 

On Carmel’s top his Reverend head re- 
clin’d, 
His fervant fe 
main, 
And watch the fymptoms of the ap- 


The hoft the Proph- 


ent, to view the fkies and 
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He feven times went, at laft he fees 
arife 
A floating cloud, like a man’s hand in 
fize ; 
it blackens and expands throughout the 
night, 
The moon and all the ftars are hid from 
fiche ; 
The vault of heaven is fpread with f2- 
ble clouds, 
Unufual darknefs all 
fhrouds, 
Then on the Earth defcends a mighty 
rain, 
The fpreading inundation flows the 
lain. 
The ftorm fubfides, the tkies from 
clonds are clear’d, 
One univerial voice of joy is heard, 
All vegetation fecis a newborn {pring, 
The be: ite rejoice, the birds with trauf- 
rt fing 


5? 
murniuring 


the 


concave 


The ftreams again are 
heard to rocvr, 

And the bigrivers dafh againft the hore, 

Heaith and returning plenty cheer the 
land, 

Such were the wonders of Jehovah's 


hand. 
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} Hon. John Davenport, jun. - - - 100 
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ne Ifrael Kelfey, Middletown, ° ° I 
i i i friend of miflions, “ . . - 3 
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CONCLUSION. 


SECOND volume of this Magazine is now coms 
pleted. ‘The work was originally undertaken with a view of 
promoting two important objects; to diffeminate religious 
knowledge, and to raife money for the fupport of miffions to 
the new fettlements and among the Indian tribes. The nums 
ber of fubfcribers to this work has far exceeded the moft fan- 
guine expectation of the Editors ; and confequently the profits 
to the Miffionary Society have been more than was anticipated. 
How far the other object, namely, the diflemination of reli- 
gious knowledge, has been promoted, the Editors will not pres 


fume to determine. ‘They will however venture to fay, that. 


from information they have received from many places, they 
have reafon to hope that God has bleffed this work, and made 
it inftrumental of promoting the caufe of the Redeemer. From 
the encouragement which they have received the two laft years, 
the Editors think it their duty to continue the Magazine. 
They return their fincere thanks to thofe who have communicat- 
ed to them pieces for publication, and earneftly folicit their 
affiftance for another volume. ‘To their original plan they will 
continue to adhere ; and they hope their brethren in the miniftry, 
and others who are friendly to the work, will give them fuch 
affiftance as to enable them to furnith their readers with inftruc- 
tive eflays and ufeful information. 

The account of fales of the fecond volume, and of the profits 
arifing therefrom, will be publifhed as foon as it can be afcer- 
tained ; and an accurate ftatement will be made from time to 
time, that the generous patrons of. this work may fee that the 
profits are faithfully applied according to the original propofals. 
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